
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

At a meeting of the COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber, Priory House, Monks 
Walk, Shefford on Thursday, 21 January 2016.

PRESENT

Cllr D Bowater (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs C F Chapman MBE (Vice-Chairman)

Cllrs R D Berry
M C Blair
A D Brown
J Chatterley
I Dalgarno
S Dixon
Mrs A L Dodwell
P Downing
P A Duckett
F Firth
Mrs J Freeman
E Ghent
C C Gomm
Mrs S A Goodchild
Ms A M W Graham
Mrs D B Gurney
C Hegley

Cllrs P Hollick
J G Jamieson
K Janes
M R Jones
J Kane
D J Lawrence
Mrs J G Lawrence
K C Matthews
Ms C Maudlin
R Morris
T Nicols
G Perham
A Ryan
B Saunders
J A G Saunders
D Shelvey
I Shingler

Cllrs P Smith
B J Spurr
R C Stay
T Stock
T Swain
G Tubb
A M Turner
M A G Versallion
B Walker
N Warren
B  Wells
R D Wenham
T Woodward
J N Young
A Zerny

Apologies for Absence

Cllrs Mrs A Barker
L Birt
Mrs S Clark

Cllrs K M Collins
N B Costin
K Ferguson

Cllrs R W Johnstone
D McVicar
Mrs D Broadbent-
Clarke

Officers: Miss H Bell – Committee Services Officer
Mr R Carr – Chief Executive
Mr M Coiffait – Director of Community Services
Mr S Conaway – Chief Information Officer
Mrs S Harrison – Director of Children's Services
Mr J Longhurst – Director of Regeneration and Business
Mrs J Ogley – Director of Social Care, Health and Housing
Ms M Peaston – Committee Services Manager
Mr Q Baker – Assistant Director Legal and Democratic Services 

and Monitoring Officer (Interim)
Mrs M Scott – Director of Public Health
Mr C Warboys – Chief Finance Officer
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C/15/61.   Minutes 

RESOLVED

that the Minutes of the meeting held on 19 November 2015 be confirmed 
and signed as a true and correct record subject to a correction in Minute 
No C/15/51 of Cllr Spurr’s title, which should be shown as Executive 
Member for Community Services.

C/15/62.   Members' Interests 

None were declared.

C/15/63.   Questions, Statements and Deputations 

No questions, statements or deputations were received.

C/15/64.   Petitions 

No petitions were received.

C/15/65.   Chairman's Announcements and Communications 

The Chairman announced the recent death of former Councillor Julian Murray.

Following a tribute from Councillor Zerny, the Council then stood in silent 
tribute to the memory of former Councillor Julian Murray.

C/15/66.   Leader of the Council's Announcements and Communications 

The Leader reported upon the Local Government Financial Settlement and its 
implications for Central Bedfordshire and the representations he had made as 
a result, including via the LGA, CCN and MP’s.  He reported too on discussions 
with Network Rail with a view to progressing the East West Rail project and 
with neighbouring partners on potential devolution proposals.

The Leader explained the delegated action he had authorised to change the 
date of closure of the following two schools and amalgamation with other 
provision as set out in Minute 62 of the Executive held on 1 December 2015.  

Arlesey Nursey School and Childcare Centre with Gothic Mede Academy; and 
The Lawns Nursery School and Children’s Centre Biggleswade with the 
Biggleswade Academy Trust.

Authority had been delegated to the Director of Children’s Services in 
consultation with Executive Member for Education and Skills to determine the 
closure dates.
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C/15/67.   Executive Member Presentations 

Councillor Versallion, Executive Member for Education and Skills reported on 
work within his portfolio area including:

 a new ‘Partnership Vision’ for Education
 improvements in GCSE performance
 improvements in the last four years in Ofsted rankings of schools from 

75% to 86%
 a peer review of school improvement, which will include consultation, 

feedback from school leaders would inform the action plans for the 
Education Vision Workstreams

 the ongoing work of the Partnership Vision Board
 introduction of a data sharing agreement with schools.

Councillor Versallion responded to questions.

Councillor Jones, Executive Member for Health reported on work within his 
portfolio area including:

 work of the Health and Wellbeing Board and the four priorities of the 
Health and wellbeing Strategy

 a significant improved performance in the care of looked after children, 
including, annual health assessments. Performance is strong compared 
to national and regional data sets

 transfer of the commissioning responsibilities for community health 
services for children under the age of five to the Council

 funds accessed for the development of mental health services locally
 work to reduce premature deaths
 pilot of an intelligence led project to manage the risks to the wellbeing of 

frail and elderly residents.
 Data sharing with health colleagues.

C/15/68.   Recommendations from the Executive 

(1) Council Tax Support Scheme

The Council considered a recommendation from the Executive held on 1 
December 2015 concerning the Council Tax Support Scheme.

RESOLVED

that the extension of the current Council Tax support Scheme for a 
further year (2016/17), with no changes, be approved.

(2) Shared Legal Services

The Council considered recommendations from the Executive held on 1 
December 2015 concerning the existing provision of legal services and a 
proposed move to a shared services partnership.
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RESOLVED

that the delegation of Central Bedfordshire Council legal services 
functions to a shared services provider in order to facilitate a shared 
legal service arrangement be authorised.

(Note: Mr Quentin Baker, Assistant Director, Legal and Democratic 
Services withdrew from the Chamber prior to consideration of this item.)

(3) Proposal to make Drainage Bylaws

The Council considered a recommendation of the Executive held on 12 
January 2016 seeking adoption of the Drainage Bylaws following completion of 
the stakeholder consultation.

RESOLVED

that following completion of the stakeholder consultation the Drainage 
Bylaws be adopted.

C/15/69.   Recommendations from the General Purposes Committee 

The Pay Policy Statement

The Council considered recommendations from a meeting of the General 
Purposes Committee held on 17 December 2015 seeking approval of the draft 
Pay Policy Statement 2016/17 as set out at Appendix A to the report and that 
the document be published on the Council’s website.

RESOLVED

That the draft Pay Policy Statement 2016/17 be approved and published 
on the Council’s website.

C/15/70.   Calendar of Meetings 

The Council considered a report of the Deputy Leader and Executive Member 
for Corporate Resources seeking approval of the proposed Calendar of 
Committee meetings for the municipal year 2016- 2017.

The Executive Member for Corporate Resources drew attention to a formatting 
error on Appendix A relating to 19 May and 24 October 2016.

RESOLVED

That subject to a correction to a formatting error, the draft Calendar of 
Council and Committee meetings for the period May 2016 to May 2017 as 
set out at Appendix A to the submitted report, be approved.
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C/15/71.   Webcasting Review 

The Council received and considered a report of the Executive Member for 
Corporate Resources which summarised a review of webcasting and sought to 
extend webcasting to include all Overview and Scrutiny Committee meetings.

RESOLVED

(1) that feedback form a range of stakeholders on the initial phase of 
central Bedfordshire Council’s webcasting be noted;

(2) that webcasting be extended to include all Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee meetings with appropriate additional Member and 
Officer support and training.

C/15/72.   Motions (if any) 

No motions were received.

C/15/73.   Written Questions 

No written questions were received.

C/15/74.   Open Questions 

The Chairman invited the Minority Group Leaders to ask a question each prior 
to the consideration of questions that had been placed in the Open Question 
receptacle.

1. Councillor Zerny asked a question about land that had previously been 
allocated for the NIRAH project.

The Executive Member for Regeneration would provide a written 
answer.

2. Councillor Lawrence asked a question about the help being received 
from Network Rail in relation to a bridge in Biggleswade.

The Executive Member for Community Services advised of the 
assistance being received from Network Rail.

3. Councillor Matthews asked a question concerning recently announced 
proposals which would affect planning regulations and policies and the 
value of discussions with the DCLG.

The Executive Member for Regeneration outlined how effective close 
links to the DCLG were working.
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4. Councillor Matthews asked a question about how Members would be 
informed of arrangements for the impending transfer of the highways 
contract.

The Executive Member for Community Services advised that information 
would be issued to all Members.

(Note: The meeting commenced at 6.30 p.m. and concluded at 7.30 p.m.)

Chairman …………….……………….

Dated ………………………………….


