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This report relates to a non-Key Decision

Purpose of this report

1 . To u pd ate M embers on the lates ts itu ation forN eighbou rhood P lanning
in C entralB ed ford s hire and s etou tthe s tatu tory proc es s es involved . .

2 . To s eekd elegated au thority to proc es s N eighbou rhood P lans throu gh
Examination and Referend u m and to make them atthe end ofthe
proc es s .

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Executive is asked to delegate authority to the Director of
Regeneration and Business in consultation with the Executive Member
for Regeneration and Business to:

1. publishing submitted Neighbourhood Plans and
Neighbourhood Development Orders for comment;

2. appointing an Examiner in conjunction with the relevant body;

3. submitting the documentation for Examination;

4. following Successful Examination, proceeding to carry out a
referendum; and

5. to ‘Make’ the Plan or Order.



Overview and Scrutiny Comments/Recommendations

3. This item has notbeen c ons id ered by O verview and S c ru tiny as itd oes
notreferto propos als orpolic ies .

Issues

4. N eighbou rhood P lanningwas introd u c ed by the L oc alis m A c tin 20 11 .
A N eighbou rhood P lan is a d oc u mentwhic hwills etou tloc alpolic ies
and alloc ations , and a N eighbou rhood D evelopmentO rd erd eals witha
s pec ific planningpropos alon a s pec ific s ite, orgrants planning
permis s ion fora type ofd evelopments u c has c hange ofu s e. O rd ers
have been rarely u s ed nation-wid e and itis notenvis aged thatany will
be forthc omingin C entralB ed ford s hire.

5. N eighbou rhood P lans c an es tablis ha vis ion foran area alongwith
generalplanningpolic ies relatingto the d evelopmentand u s e ofland in
a neighbou rhood . They s hou ld be abou tloc alis s u es and s hou ld foc u s
on gu id ingd evelopmentratherthan s toppingit. If‘ mad e’ a
N eighbou rhood P lan willbec ome a s tatu tory plan and be u s ed in
makingd ec is ions on planningapplic ations .

6. Town and P aris h C ou nc ils are the ‘ q u alifyingbod ies ’ who c an prod u c e
the N eighbou rhood P lan. The plans c an c overthe whole town or
paris h, oreven ju s tpartofit, and two ormore paris hes c an work
togetherto prod u c e a jointplan ifthey wis hto d o s o. A N eighbou rhood
A rea has to be d es ignated by the C ou nc ilto allow N eighbou rhood
P lans to be d rawn u pby the Town orP aris h C ou nc il.

7 . The s tatu tory proc es s es forad vanc ementofN eighbou rhood P lans are
s etou tin the N eighbou rhood P lanning(General)Regu lations 2 0 12 .
The s tatu tory s tages are as follows

a. A N eighbou rhood A rea is formally d es ignated .

b. The D raftP lan is pu blic is ed by the Q u alifyingB od y who then
take into ac c ou ntany c omments rec eived and c hange the P lan
ac c ord ingly.

c . The P lan and ac c ompanyingd oc u ments are s u bmitted to the
C ou nc ilforc hec kingagains tthe d evelopmentplan, N ational
P lanningP olic y and Eu ropean D irec tive requ irements .

d . The P lan is pu blic is ed fora 6 weekperiod to enable any
c omments to be mad e forthe Examinerto c ons id er.

e . A n ind epend entExamineris appointed and examination c arried
ou t.



f. Ifthe Examinerrec ommend s s o, the N eighbou rhood P lan is
s u bjec tto Referend u m within the N eighbou rhood A rea.

g. Ifthe referend u m is s u c c es s fu lthe N eighbou rhood P lan is
‘ mad e’ by the C ou nc il.

8 . Twenty one N eighbou rhood A reas have been d es ignated s o farand at
leas ts ix paris hes are wellad vanc ed in the initials tages . Three d raft
plans have been pu blis hed by P aris h C ou nc ils in the las tfew months
and two have been s u bmitted formally forthe C ou nc ilto take throu gh
examination and referend u m (A rles ey and Fairfield ). W ard M embers
willgenerally be involved in the proc es s by the P aris hand Town
C ou nc ils and als o have two opportu nities to c ommentformally on the
c ontentofN eighbou rhood P lans .

Reason for decision

9. O nc e a P lan has been s u pported by a majority ofthos e votingfollowing
a referend u m , the C ou nc ilhas no otheroption than to ‘ make’ the P lan
u nd ers ec tion 38 A (A )(4)ofthe P lanningand C ompu ls ory P u rc has e
A c t20 0 4. The C ou nc ilis nots u bjec tto this d u ty if(and only if)the
makingofthe plan wou ld breac h, orotherwis e be inc ompatible with,
any EU obligation orany ofthe C onvention rights (within the meaning
ofthe H u man Rights A c t1998 ). H owever, itis extremely u nlikely thata
non-c ompliantplan wou ld have progres s ed to this s tage. There are
therefore no options open to the C ou nc ilotherthan to ‘ make’ the plan
s o thatitwillform partofthe D evelopmentP lan.

Council Priorities

1 0 . The relevantP riority is "Enhanc ingYou rloc alC ommu nity -c reating
jobs , managinggrowth, protec tingou rc ou ntrys id e and enabling
bu s ines s es to grow”. N eighbou rhood P lans willbe able to alloc ate land
forpartic u larland u s es and ad d res s loc ally s pec ific planningis s u es .

Corporate Implications

11 . The L oc alis m A c t20 11 and the N eighbou rhood P lanning(General)
Regu lations 20 12 plac e new d u ties on loc alplanningau thorities in
relation to N eighbou rhood P lanning. Thes e new d u ties have
c ons id erable implic ations fors taffres ou rc es and inc lu d e taking
d ec is ions atkey s tages in the proc es s ; beingproac tive in provid ing
ad vic e to c ommu nities abou tneighbou rhood planning; provid ingad vic e
oras s is tanc e to a paris hortown c ou nc il, neighbou rhood foru m or
c ommu nity organis ation thatis u nd ertakingneighbou rhood planning.



12 . The C ou nc ilis als o requ ired to res ou rc e the Examination and
Referend u m bothin terms ofpers onneland financ e

13. The ‘ makingof’ the plan willnotrequ ire any s ignific ants taffing
implic ations in ad d ition to thos e alread y employed by the C ou nc il.
O ffic ers in D evelopmentM anagementwillbe requ ired to u s e the plan
in d ec is ion makingforplanningpropos als , bu tthis willnotad d any
s ignific antres ou rc e pres s u res .

14. The ris ks are the C ou nc ilfailingto d is c harge its s tatu tory
res pons ibilities and failingto d eliverthe C ou nc il’ s priorities .

Legal Implications

15. O nc e the N eighbou rhood P lan is ad opted , itwillbec ome partofthe
D evelopmentP lan and willc ons titu te a materialplanningc ons id eration
to be taken into ac c ou ntwhen d eterminingapplic ations mad e in
res pec tofthe N eighbou rhood A rea.

Financial Implications

16. In rec ognition ofthe ad d itionalbu rd ens thatthes e d u ties plac e on loc al
planningau thorities , D C L G has mad e available grants to loc alplanning
au thorities of£ 20 , 0 0 0 foreac hneighbou rhood plan.

1 7 . Grantinc ome of£ 5, 0 0 0 previou s ly rec eived throu ghthe d es ignation of
neighbou rhood areas willc ontribu te toward s the firs tneighbou rhood
plans thatare pu tthrou ghexamination and referend u m . The grant
inc ome is notc onfined to eac hs pec ific plan therefore expend itu re c an
be s pread ac ros s s everalplans . The balanc e ofthe grantinc ome
c u rrently s tand s at£ 65, 0 0 0 .

1 8 . N eighbou rhood P lans willvary in c os tfrom a s imple plan from £ 6, 0 0 0
to £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 fora more c omplex plan c overinga largerarea. The formal
c os ts inc lu d e Examination and Referend u m c os ts . Thes e formalc os ts
exc lu d e s tafftime, s u pportfortec hnic alworkand mapping, trainingfor
grou ps and pu blic ity/printingc os ts . There is no pay bac krequ irementif
the formalc os ts are u nd er£ 20 , 0 0 0 , bu tthere is no opportu nity to c laim
ad d itionalgrants forformalc os ts exc eed ing£ 20 , 0 0 0 .

Equalities Implications

19. C entralB ed ford s hire C ou nc ilhas a s tatu tory d u ty to promote equ ality
ofopportu nity, eliminate u nlawfu ld is c rimination, haras s mentand
vic timis ation and fos tergood relations in res pec tofnine protec ted
c harac teris tic s ; age d is ability, gend erreas s ignment, marriage and c ivil
partners hip, pregnanc y and maternity, rac e, religion orbelief, s ex and
s exu alorientation.



2 0 . N eighbou rhood P lans are requ ired to c onform to the requ irements of
the H u man Rights A c t1998 . This inc lu d es protec tion from
d is c rimination. Information c an be provid ed to Town and P aris h
C ou nc ils s ettingou tthe equ ality is s u es thatneed to be c ons id ered as
partofthe planningproc es s .

Sustainability

21 . N eighbou rhood P lans are requ ired to s u pports u s tainable d evelopment
as s etou tin the N ationalP lanningP olic y Framework. P lans inc lu d ing
majord evelopments orin very s ens itive areas willbe as s es s ed u nd er
the Eu ropean S trategic EnvironmentalA s s es s mentrequ irements .
N eighbou rhood plans pres entloc alc ommu nities withthe opportu nity to
s hape and s teers u s tainable d evelopmentthatbenefits theirarea.

Conclusion and Next Steps

22 . Itis likely thatan inc reas ingnu mberofN eighbou rhood P lans willbe
formally s u bmitted in 20 16/1 7 and thatthe nu mberwills teeply ris e over
time. Givingd elegated powers to the D irec torofRegeneration and
B u s ines s in c ons u ltation withthe Exec u tive M emberforRegeneration
and B u s ines s to s ign offthe formals tages withou thavingto take a
reportto Exec u tive foreac hP lan ateac hs tage willenable offic ers to
bringthes e plans into plac e as s oon as pos s ible therefore s avingtime
and res ou rc es .
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