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Traffic Calming Measures - B4541 Whipsnade Road, Dunstable 
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This report relates to a decision that is Non-Key 

 

Purpose of this report  
 

This seeks to document the recent statutory consultation to install Rumble Strips and a 
40mph buffer zone on B4541 Whipsnade Road, Dunstable. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Traffic Management Meeting is asked to: 

1. Approve the implementation of the traffic calming features (Rumble Strips). 

2. Approve the implementation of the 40mph buffer zone.  

  

 

Overview and Scrutiny Comments/Recommendations  
 
1. This is not to be presented at Overview and Scrutiny. 



 

 

 
Issues  
 
Background Information 
 
2. As part of the Integrated Transport Capital Works Programme 2018/19 the B4541 

Whipsnade Road was identified as a site whereby a route study was appropriate in 
order to address a number of safety concerns. The area to be analyzed was from Tring 
Road junction to Isle of Wight Lane a section of approximately 1.7km.  
 

Collision History 
 
3. There is a documented collision history, with six occurrences categorised as serious 

and nine occurrences categorized as minor in the area between the Golf Club entrance 
and the Tring Road/West Street roundabout. This justifies the need for a scheme.  

 
Scheme Proposals 
  
4. As a result of the assessment by Road Safety Engineers the installation of a 40mph 

buffer zone prior to the 30mph speed limit change near Royce Close and two sets of 
Rumble Strips each side of the entrance to the ‘California.’ 

5. The proposed rumble strips are to be at a nominal height of 6mm and extending 
across the carriageway, finishing 200m from the kerb edges.  
 
The buffer zone is to help reduce speeds prior to the 30mph limit as drivers approach 
Dunstable and is for a proposed length of approximately 290m. There are 3 properties 
that would be affected by the 40mph buffer and should the proposals be implemented 
would slow speeds in the area of their accesses.  
 

Statutory Consultation 
 
6. Statutory consultation was carried out in September 2018, whereby the emergency 

services including the Police, ward members and any residents impacted by the 
proposals were notified either by email or letter. Site notices were displayed on site.  

 
Representations 
 
7. A total of two representations were received with Bedfordshire Police in support. 
 
Options for consideration  
 
8. Comments raised in the representations were that:  

a. Money is being wasted on a scheme where there is no collision history. 
b. More signage is required to address the speeding issue.  

 
Reasons for decision 
 
9. Officer comments in response to the concerns are as follows:  



 

 

I. There is a documented collision history at the location of the proposals. Other 
small measures are proposed along the route, but these are not subject to 
statutory consultation.  

II. The location has been reviewed by road safety designers who have produced a 
scheme proportionate to the site conditions and considered all sign variants, 
design standards and legislation.  We are also in a period of decluttering and not 
erecting signs where there is no requirement.  

  
Reason for urgency  
 
10. The proposals are to address a documented history of collisions along the B4541 and 

are on the grounds of road safety. 
 

Council Priorities  
 
11. These proposals meet the Local Plan Objective J to reduce the risk of people being 

killed or seriously injured. 
 

Corporate Implications  
 
12. This scheme addresses a road safety issue along the route which has been shown 

by collision history, therefore meets the LTP Objective J; reduce the risk of people 
being killed or seriously injured.  
 

Legal Implications 
 
13. The order for the 40mph buffer requires sealing before being enforced. 

 
Financial and Risk Implications 
 
14. The scheme is funded from the Integrated Transport Plan Capital Works budget and 

the costs are predicted to be £18000. 
 
Equalities Implications 
 
15. Statutory consultation has taken place and those affected have been invited to 

comment on the proposals.  
 
Conclusion and next Steps 
 
16. The proposals for both rumble strips and the 40mph buffer should be implemented as 

published to address a collision history at the site along with other small works that 
were subject to consultation.  

 



 

 

Appendices 
 
Appendix A:  Collision History 
Appendix B:    Public Notices 
Appendix C: Scheme Drawing 
Appendix D: Police Response 
Appendix E:    Representations   
 
 
Background Papers 
None  
 
Report Author: 
Charlotte Dunham – Senior Highways Officer, Highways 
Charlotte.Dunham3@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
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