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Purpose of this report  
 

This document is to report on the recent statutory consultation for the installation of 
Rumble Strips in Chaul End Road, Caddington.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Traffic Management Meeting is asked to: 
 
1. Approve the implementation of the traffic calming features (Rumble Strips) 

in Chaul End Road, Caddington. 

  

 

Overview and Scrutiny Comments/Recommendations  
 
1. This is not to be presented at Overview and Scrutiny.  
 



 

 

Issues  

Background Information 
 
2. Chaul End Road from 2012-2017 has had a number of serious and light injurious 

collisions and as a result was brought to our attention from reviewing collision data.   
3. Mallard Crescent is a very new development that is positioned near the area where 

collisions have occurred.  Due to this new development there is a resident's access 
that joins Chaul End Road.  

4. A 40mph limit was previously introduced in the area of the development, reducing this 
from national speed limit.   

Collision History 
 
5. There have been five slight and one serious collision within the area of review for the 

scheme – from the bend at the old Vauxhall test ground to south of Mallard Close.  

Speed Data  
 
6. Speed data was gathered over seven days using ATC loop counters close to the 

junction with Mallard Crescent.  The data shows that mean speeds are below the 
current limit and 85th percentile is within Police guidelines for 10% + 2mph, therefore 
compliance with the speed limit is occurring.  

Scheme Proposals  
 
7. The route was reviewed by Road Safety Engineers and slight adaptions recommended 

in the interim to improve road safety, as further works are ongoing to another 
development at the old Vauxhall test site.  

8. The scheme involves installing two sets of rumble strips (traffic calming features) north 
and south of the entrance of Mallard Close. These proposals are to highlight the 
approach to the junction of the new development as it is concealed. These proposals 
required statutory consultation.  

9. Other changes to the area include hedge cutting, signing and lining to give more 
visibility, these aspects are not subject to public consultation.  

Statutory Consultation 
 
10. Statutory consultation was carried out in November 2018, whereby the emergency 

services including the Police, ward members and any residents impacted by the 
proposals were notified either by email or letter. Site notices were also displayed on 
site.  
 



 

 

 

Representations 
 

11. Five representations were received.   One objection was made, two were in favour, 
three representations did not object but raised questions.  
Bedfordshire Police support the proposals and raised no concerns.  

 
Options for consideration  
 
12. Concerns and questions raised in the representations were that:  

a. In the area of Mallard close the carriageway is already narrow and HGVs are 
coming through as the signs are missing.  

b.  A raised table would be more appropriate  
 
Reasons for decision 
 
13. Officer comments in response to the concerns are as follows:  

a. To relocate the banning of HGV signs requires consultation and various changes to 
signs, this was not in the scope of this scheme.  We will however, investigate the 
missing signage near the Vauxhall site and re-instate if applicable as part of 
maintenance works.  

a. Raised tables are not suitable for this location where the speed limit is 40mph, raise 
tables will require considerable re-engineering of the road layout and would 
currently not be a proportionate measure. The installation of rumble strips, and 
other small measures are intended until at least all development has occurred.   

 
Reason for urgency  
 
14. The proposals are to address a documented history of collisions along Chaul End 

Road, Caddington.  

Council Priorities  
 
15. These proposals meet the Local Plan Objective J to reduce the risk of people being 

killed or seriously injured. 
 
Corporate Implications  
 
16. There are no corporate implications with this particular scheme. 
  
Legal Implications 
 
17. There are no legal implications with this particular scheme. 



 

 

Financial and Risk Implications 
 
18. The scheme is funded from the Integrated Transport Plan Capital Works budget and 

the entire scheme costs are predicted to be £19000.  The rumble strip area is 
predicted to cost £1000. 

 
 
Equalities Implications 
 
19. Those affected by the proposals were consulted and had the opportunity to submit 

comments on how they would be directly affected.   
 
Conclusion and next Steps 
 
20. Should the rumble strips be approved all other aspects of the scheme are expected to 

be constructed in 2018/19.   
 
 
Appendices 
 
Appendix A:  Collision History 
Appendix B:    Speed Data  
Appendix C: Public Notices 
Appendix D:  Scheme Drawing 
Appendix E:  Police Response 
Appendix F:  Representations -  
 
 
Background Papers 
None 

Report Author: 
Charlotte Dunham – Senior Highways Officer, Highways 
Charlotte.Dunham3@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
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