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Purpose of this report  
 

To report on the proposals for Clayhall Road, Kensworth outside the side entrance of 

Kensworth Lower School.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The Traffic Management Meeting is asked to: 

 

1. Approve the implementation of the 40mph buffer. 

2. Approve the implementation of the No Waiting Restrictions. 

3. Approve the traffic calming features but postpone the implementation until 
funding can become available at a later date 

  

 



 

 

 
Overview and Scrutiny Comments/Recommendations  
 
1. Not to be presented at Overview and Scrutiny.  

 

Issues  

Background Information  

 
2. A request was made by Kensworth Lower School to the Highways Team for action 

concerning parking arrangements at school drop off and pick up times on Clayhall 

Road at the rear entrance/exit to the school. 

 

3. The school entrance/exit in Clayhall Road is the second entrance into the school, the 

other is on Common Road where there are School Keep Clear markings and a layby 

area providing spaces for three or four cars to park and drop and collect children. 

  

4. Many children walk into school from the village using this entrance on Common Road.  

ATC Data 

 
5. Automated Traffic Count data collected over a 7-day period is the source of data 

collection used for Engineering purposes. Loops were place within the 30mph limit in 

Clayhall Road outside the school entrance and showed the below.  

 

 

 

Scheme Proposal  

 
6. Having reviewed the site and instructed Road Engineers from Ringway Jacobs who 

visited the site and reviewed the data a scheme has been proposed to address the 

initial enquiry regarding parking and also speeds outside the school.  

  

7. In summary the scheme elements that were consulted are to: 

a. Install 2x raised tables or humps on Clayhall Road 

b. Install No Waiting at Any Time restrictions on the junction of Common Road  

c. Install a 40mph buffer zone on Clayhall Road, before entering the 30mph limit  

 



 

 

8. The initial request from the school was to address parking issues at the entrance. 

Clayhall Road has recently had a small section of footway constructed, on the south 

western side, from close to the 30mph limit / Nation Speed Limit change to assist with 

walking to school and those being dropped off at school. Previously there was no 

footpath available.  

Statutory Consultation  

 
9. Proposals were advertised in November/December for 21 days on the 3 elements of 

the scheme. Bedfordshire Police were consulted as were other emergency services. 

Bedfordshire Police raised no objections or comments to any of the proposals.  

 

10. A number of representations were received from other parties. 

 

Options for consideration  
 
11. Comments submitted as part of the consultation are as follows:  

i. Traffic Calming is needed in Common Road 

ii. Parking restrictions do not go far enough and need to go over the school 

entrance  

iii. Double yellow lines need to go both sides of the road from Common Rd/Lynch 

Hill for 350m. This is the only answer.  

iv. Traffic has increased and large vehicles using Clay Hall Road turn on the grass 

near the school in Clayhall Road as they cannot get through  

v. There is no merit in traffic calming, the area is congested at school times and 

speeds are low. 

vi. The 40mph zone should be extended to include all the properties on Clayhall 

Road 

 

 

Reason/s for decision 
 
12. Officer responses to the comments made are as follows:  

i. This scheme was to address issues on Clayhall Road as raised.  

ii. Junction protection on Clayhall Rod/Common Road was proposed as providing 

any type of restrictions spanning a wider area of Clayhall Road would prevent 

anyone dropping/collecting children. Common Road is the B4540 and already 

has School Keep Clear markings preventing congestion at peak times. Having 

observed Clayhall Road at school times parking is generally orderly and 

considered a more suitable place to stop than on B4540. Should the school 

provide details of a travel plan we may take the opportunity to review at a later 

date.   

iii. Another element of the scheme which is not subject to statutory consultation is 

to install a H bar across the school access. We can investigate installing 

additional H bars over accesses.  

iv. No evidence of vehicles carrying out U turns on the verge was found.  



 

 

v. Traffic calming features were proposed by Road Engineers upon reviewing the 

date, which shows speeds over a 24hr period, for 7 days.  

vi. The scheme was to look at the area in the vicinity of the school on Clayhall 

Road and a short section of buffer prior to the existing 30mph proposed, this 

was not a route analysis of the entire section and therefore this request falls 

outside of the scope of the scheme.  When considering alterations to speed 

limits, DFT Guidance 01/13 ‘Setting Local Speed Limits’ is used to ensure a 

consistent approach across the network.  

 

Reason for urgency  
 

13. The scheme proposes to address parking issues on the junction of Clayhall Road and 

Common Road to maintain visibility at peak times.  

14. A 40mph buffer may assist in bringing down speeds prior to the 30mph limit.  

15. The tables will be a suitable method of further reducing speeds at a later date, when 

budget becomes available.  

Council Priorities  
 

16. The scheme meets objective J – Reduce the risk of people being killed or seriously 

injured.  

 

Corporate Implications  
 
17. None 

 

Legal Implications 
 

18. The TROs will need sealing before enforcement on site.  

 

Financial and Risk Implications 
 

19. Completion of design and on-site construction for any elements will be funded from 

the Integrated Transport Capital Works Programmed 2019/20. 

 
Equalities Implications 
 
20. Notices were displayed on site, in the local press as per Statutory Consultation 

criteria and anyone affected by the proposals were invited to make comments.  

 

Conclusion and next Steps 
 
21. The design should be finalised for the buffer and waiting restrictions. A Target Cost will 

need to be agreed before works take place in Q2/3 2019/20. 

 



 

 

22. The implementation of the proposed traffic calming, be revisited at a later date when 

budget becomes available, should the site still warrant the installation.  

 

Appendices 
Appendix A: Request for Action Submission 
Appendix B: Speed Data 
Appendix C: Site Notices 
Appendix D: Drawing 
Appendix E: Police Response 
Appendix F: Representations 
 

 

Report Author: 
Charlotte Dunham – Senior Highways Officer, Highways 

Charlotte.Dunham3@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
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