
 

 

Central Bedfordshire Council 
 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT MEETING 26 MARCH 2019 

Temple Way, Flitwick 

Report of: Paul Mason, Assistant Director, Highways 

(Paul.Mason@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk)  

Responsible Officer(s): Charlotte Dunham, Senior Highways Officer, Highways 

(Charlotte.Dunham3@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk)   

 

 

Purpose of this report  
 

To report on the recent Statutory Consultation for numerous proposals in Temple Way 

Flitwick.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The Traffic Management Meeting is asked to: 

 

1. Approve the implementation of the proposals for a 20mph limit in Temple 
Way in the vicinity of Flitwick Lower 

2. Approve the implementation of the traffic calming features and raised Zebra 
crossing in Temple Way, Flitwick 

3. Approve the implementation of all waiting restrictions, School Keep Clear 
markings and Limited Waiting restrictions as advertised 

  

 

Overview and Scrutiny Comments/Recommendations  
1. This is not due to be presented at Overview and Scrutiny. 



 

 

 

Issues  

Background Information 
 
2. A request was submitted by the Governors of Flitwick Lower School in Temple Way, 

Flitwick relating to improving the area around the School for venerable road users and 

specifically relating to crossing provision. As part of this request, the school travel plan 

was submitted demonstrating a positive attitude to active modes of travel for venerable 

road users on their route to school.  

 

3. The nature of the carriageway in Temple Way is that it is very wide. There is a crossing 

point which leads from Coniston Road (rear of Tesco) to Temple Way, this is a desire 

line and many people cross at the point at all times of the day.  

 

4. There are restrictions in place at the moment however, there is a break in the 

restrictions allowing commuters to use this area to park all day. This results in the area 

directly outside the school being further congested at peak times and obstructing 

visibility for those wishing to cross anywhere in the vicinity of the school, particularly on 

the desire line.  

Scheme Proposal  
 
5. The scheme opted to take a holistic approach to the immediate area surrounding the 

school. Due to the site conditions and land available a scheme has been proposed 

which can make considerable improvements for venerable groups and improve the 

conspicuity of the school area as a whole.  

Statutory Consultation 
 
6. The scheme proposes a number of changes and many of those require Statutory 

Consultation. This took place in January 2019 for 21 days and consisted of 

engagement with the required stakeholders including the Police. Other emergency 

services, haulage associations, residents directly affected by the proposals, Ward and 

Town Councilors were also consulted. Notices were displayed on site.   

 

7. Elements subject to Statutory Consultation were:  

a. 20mph limit 

b. Traffic Calming and raised zebra  

c. Waiting restrictions including Limited Waiting parking bays and School Keep Clear 

markings 

A copy of the Notices are available in the Appendices.  

 

 



 

 

 

Options for consideration  
 
8. Main concerns raised as a result of the Statutory Consultation:  

I. The proposals do not go far enough, when will the rest of Temple Way be 

addressed. 

II.  The scheme will move parking on to other areas. 

III. Visibility is an issue at junctions, why haven't these been addressed. 

IV. No one will enforce the 20mph limit. 

V. Tables are a complete waste of money. 

VI. Chicanes will be a better option. 

 

 

Reason/s for decision 
 
10.Officer responses to those concerns are as follows:  

I. This was a scheme to improve the area in and immediately around Flitwick Lower. 

The scheme extents were from Dunstable Road junction to north of Falcon 

Crescent. It aims to create a school safety zone, where Flitwick Lower is more 

conspicuous, and it is clear drivers are entering an area of heightened activity 

where vulnerable road users will be present.  

II. The scheme was to address inconsistencies on site and create a school safety 

zone. Commuter parking in a small area was causing visibility issues and we have 

proposed a layout where there is ample parking for drop off/collection at peak 

times. This proposal will not cause visibility issues and will keep the area outside 

the school clear of parking.  

III. This was not a parking scheme and revisions to other waiting restrictions were 

outside the scope of this scheme. The main aim of this scheme was to protect 

vulnerable users and slow speeds outside the school as well as improving the area 

as a whole within the identified site. Whilst there may be a small amount of 

displaced parking it was not considered excessive.  

IV.  20mph limits must be self-enforcing so there is no reliance on enforcement by the 

Police. This is a zonal approach where physical features are used to reduce 

speeds.  The features and locations have been carefully considered by Engineers 

and spacings and heights meet design guidance and technical notes including LTN 

1/07 Traffic Calming and TSGRD 2016.  

V. Tables have been proposed to gain compliance with the new 20mph limit which 

should be self-enforcing, LTN 1/07 and reducing the burden on the Police force.  

VI. The proposals have been brought by Road Engineers who have reviewed the site 

and traffic flows.  

 

Council Priorities  
 
11. The scheme will meet objective C; increase the number of children walking to school 

by sustainable modes of transport and J; reduce the risk of people being killed or seriously 

injured. 
 



 

 

 

Corporate Implications  
 

12. None 

 

Legal Implications 
 

13. The TRO will need sealing before enforcement of the parking restrictions and speed 

limit.   

 

Financial and Risk Implications 
 
14. The scheme will be funded from Integrated Transport Capital Works budget 2019/20, 

with the Target Cost to be established.  

 

Equalities Implications 
 
15. Statutory Consultation gave the opportunity for all to submit comments to the 

proposals with Notices appearing in the local press and displayed on site.  

Conclusion and next Steps 
 
16. Should the proposals be approved we will finalise the design and agree a Target Cost 

with the intention of constructing on site Summer 2019.  

 
Appendices 
Appendix A: Request for Action 
Appendix B: School Travel Plan  
Appendix C: Public Notices  
Appendix D: Scheme Drawing  
Appendix E:  Police response 
Appendix F: Representations 
 

Report Author: 
Charlotte Dunham – Senior Highways Officer, Highways 

Charlotte.Dunham3@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
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