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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT MEETING 26 MARCH 2019 

West Street, Dunstable 

Report of: Paul Mason, Assistant Director, Highways 

(Paul.Mason@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk)  

Responsible Officer(s): Charlotte Dunham, Senior Highways Officer, Highways 
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Purpose of this report  
 

To report on the recent statutory consultation to install a raised feature in West St 

Dunstable, at the junction with Princes Street and Icknield Street.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The Traffic Management Meeting is asked to: 

 

1. Approve that the proposal is implemented as published to address a site 
that has a documented history.  

  

 

Overview and Scrutiny Comments/Recommendations  
 

1. This is not due to feature at overview and scrutiny. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Issues 
 
Background Information  
 

2.  As part of the Annual Plan for Integrated Transport it was identified that there was 

a history of collisions at the crossroads in West Street, Dunstable where both 

Icknield Street and Princes Street meet and that an intervention was required.   

 

3. This location was highlighted as part of the cluster analysis, the annual review of 

accident data which is currently available (2012 – 2017). Over this period there has 

been four serious and four slight accidents at this location for which the Police have 

attended and documented the collisions.   

 

4. Road Engineers reviewed the site and accident data and put forward solutions to 

improve safety at this junction. One being the reversal of the one-way system in 

Burr Street. 

 

5. An informal consultation was carried to gauge opinion on the reversal of the one- 

way system in Burr Street and taken to traffic management in September 2018. The 

proposals were dropped, with a new solution to be proposed.  

 

Speed Data 
 

6. ATC data was collected at the site to establish vehicle speeds, this showed mean 

speeds to be below 22pmh in both directions and the 85%ile to be 26.6 and 

26.2mph. A copy of the speed data is provided in Appendix B.  

 

Scheme Proposals  
 

7. Upon Engineers re-reviewing the site, speed and accident data, the new scheme 

put forward is to install a raised table at the junction of West Street/Princes Street 

and Icknield Street along with a central island and a review of the keep clear 

markings. A copy of the drawing is provided in Appendix D.  

 

Statutory Consultation  
 

8. Statutory consultation took place in November 2018 with the Police and other 

emergency services, Public Notices were also displayed on site and residents 

directly affected were also informed. The Public Notice is provided in Appendix  

 
Representations  
 

9. Bedfordshire Police did not object to the proposals.  

10. Two representations were received in regard to the element subject to Statutory 

Consultation (75mm raised junction).  

 

Options for consideration  
 

11.  Concerns raised as a result to the proposals were the following:  

 



 

 

I. Features of this sort cause noise and vibrations to neighboring properties.  

II. The feature will cause harsh braking and acceleration and some drivers may not 

slow at all.  

III. The traffic is free flowing, why prevent this. 

 

Reason/s for decision 
 

12. Officers response to the comments are as follows:  

 

I. Raised traffic calming features inevitably create some noise and disruption to 

adjacent residents, but this is likely to be negligible. Here traffic speeds are low and 

so there will be a reduction in overall noise levels. The type of feature has been 

selected to minimise the potential for any significant noise disturbance. 

The proposed feature is designed to guidance issued by the DfT, contained in Local 

Transport Note 1/07, with the proposed height being within the guidelines.  

 

II. ATC data taken from close to the proposed location of the feature demonstrates 

there is good speed compliance with the existing 30mph limit. And so, it is expected 

the negotiation of the feature will be smooth.  

 

III. The scheme is proposed to address a collision history at the junction and is 

proposed in conjunction with other alterations to improve safety.  

 

 

Reason for urgency  
 

13. The scheme is to address a documented collision history at the site in question and 

a solution put forward to reduce risk and collisions occurring.  

 

Council Priorities  
 
14. The proposals meet LTP Objective J; reduce the number of people being killed or 

seriously injured.  

 

Corporate Implications  
 
15.None  

 

Legal Implications 
 

16. None.  

 

Financial and Risk Implications 
 
17. The costs will be funded from the Capital Works budget and a target cost is to be 

agreed however expected costs are to be £30,000.  

 



 

 

 
Equalities Implications 
 
18. Those living in the vicinity of the proposals were consulted and as per statutory 

consultation Notices were displayed on site and in local press, where all are welcome to 

submit comments.  

Conclusion and next Steps 
 
19.The proposed raised table at the junction of West St/Princes St and Icknield St are to 

be constructed to address a collision site.  

 

20. Should the proposal be approved; a Target Cost is to be established before 

construction on site in 2019/20. 

 

Appendices 
 
Appendix A: Accident Data 
Appendix B: Speed Counts 
Appendix C: Public Notice 
Appendix D: Scheme Drawing 
Appendix E: Police Response 
Appendix F: Representations  
 

Report Author: 
Charlotte Dunham – Senior Highways Officer, Highways 

Charlotte.Dunham3@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
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Appendix D: Drawing 



Appendix E Police Response



Appendix F:- Representations



 

 
 




