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Original proposal and consultation document

CONSULTATION ON OUR PROPOSAL TO EXTEND THE AGE RANGE OF
ASHTON ST PETER’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND VA LOWER SCHOOL, LEIGHTON
COURT, DUNSTABLE, BEDS, LU6 1EW TO A SINGLE PHASE PRIMARY
PROVISION FOR 2014/2015
The Purpose of the Consultation Document
The purpose of this document is to provide information on a proposal to extend the upper age range
of Ashton St Peter’s Lower School from 9 years to 11 years, to create a full primary provision. This
will mean that the school will take children from age 4 (Reception Class) to age 11 (Year 6)
1. Background
Ashton St Peter’s VA Lower School is part of the Ashton Schools Foundation that also includes
Ashton VA Middle School and Manshead VA Upper School. All schools are within the Church of
England Diocese of St Albans.
Our vision is to extend the excellent performance of Ashton St Peter’s Lower School for an
additional two years, thus enabling us to build further on our identified strengths and caring
ethos for the benefit of all our pupils and the wider community.
Ashton St Peter’s Lower School performs significantly higher than the National average in most
areas and local data shows that our pupils are high achievers at the end of Year 4. National data
shows that changing school during Key Stage 2 impacts negatively on pupils’ progress. The
transition of pupils at age 9 in the middle of their Key Stage 2 primary schooling results in a lack
of continuity in curriculum understanding and assessment agreement.
2. Contextual position
There is much change within the area of Houghton Regis and Dunstable, with a significant
number of schools now being Academies and a general move towards what appears to be a
two-tier system of education. The following points demonstrate these particular trends:
•

All of the Lower Schools in Houghton Regis have been granted permission by the Local
Authority to change their age range from 4-9 to 4-11 for September 2013.

•

St. Mary’s Catholic Lower School has also received confirmation that they are able to raise
their age range to 11 from September 2013.

•

Hadrian Academy and St Christopher’s Academy were granted Primary (4-11) status from
October 2012 and will each start retaining children in Year 5 from September 2013.
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•
•

Barnfield Vale Academy (formerly Mill Vale Middle School) will admit children into Years R
to 5 from September 2013.
Ardley Hill and Lark Rise Academies are consulting to extend their age range from 4-9 to 411 from September 2014.

•

A number of other Dunstable Lower Schools are considering similar proposals.

•

All Saints Academy, a 13-18 Upper School, has been granted permission by the Secretary of
State to extend its age-range from 11-18 and will admit the first cohort of students into Year
7 in September 2013.

•

The Sponsors of Houghton Regis Academy have made clear their intention to become a
secondary school with an expected initial implementation date of September 2014.

•

The Sponsors of Queensbury Academy, a 13-18 Upper School are consulting on changing its
age-range to become an 11-18 secondary school, admitting its first cohort of students into
Year 7 in September 2014.

•

The other Ashton Foundation schools are actively considering the options open to them and
we will work with the Ashton Foundation Trustees, the other Foundation schools and the
Diocese of St Albans to ensure that there is coherence as to what is being offered to our
children and families who wish to progress through these Church of England schools.

The chief aim of our proposal is to raise standards for pupils and still allow for parental choice.
In implementing this proposal we would support parents opting for their children to stay at
Ashton St Peter’s Lower School or transferring to Middle School at Age 9.
With these changes in mind, Ashton St Peter’s Lower School will continue to seek partnerships
with other local schools and beyond in order to raise outcomes for pupils still further.
3. Proposal
We believe that our children would benefit from a primary school setting that is designed to
meet the learning needs of the Upper Key Stage 2 child.
The change proposed would provide stability and a continuity of learning and, also, reflect the
changing face of schooling in Dunstable, Houghton Regis and Luton.
To summarise, our objectives are:
•

To continue to promote the vision and ethos of the Church of England as a fundamental
basis for Christian education in our school.

•

To provide for continuation of the curriculum, whereby each phase of education
(Primary and Secondary) teaches two full Key Stages and are mutually able to support
progress by reducing the number of transition points
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•

To engage in greater collaborative working between and among phases with a view to
enhancing the sharing of specialist provision.

•

To sustain high standards of education and maintain the nurturing and well-being of
children by offering them only one change of school, thereby enabling sustained
progress in all areas.

•

To offer children in Years 5 and 6 an exciting and innovative curriculum provision that
meets their needs and supports them to achieve their full potential.

•

To improve parental choice with regard to the variety of options and opportunities that
are being offered.

You are invited to meetings as part of this consultation – please see the attached schedule.
4. Details of the Proposed Arrangements for 2014-2015
The Ashton St Peter’s Lower School Governing Body will make a submission to the Local
Authority, subject to the outcome of the consultation process, to extend the upper age range of
Ashton St Peter’s Lower School from 9 years to 11 years, to create a full primary provision. This
will mean that the school will take children from age 4 (Reception Class) to age 11 (Year 6)
Implementing age phase changes 2014-15 onwards
We are seeking to offer continuity of learning throughout the primary stage of schooling, and in
particular to maintain our excellent levels of provision through the entire National Curriculum
phase known as Key Stage 2. The stage encompasses years 3, 4, 5 & 6.
Currently, pupils in this locality have to change school mid way through this vital Key Stage. Our
proposal to keep pupils at Ashton St Peter’s Lower School until age 11, would bring us in line
with the national norm and reflect what many of the local lower schools are proposing.
Proposal
From
September 2014
September 2015

Action
Year 4 pupils remain at Ashton St Peter’s Lower School and move into
Year 5
Year 5 pupils remain at Ashton St Peter’s Lower School and move into
Year 6

Numbers on Roll – changes from September 2014 onwards

Reception

September
2013
30

September
2014
30

September
2015
30
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Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Totals

30
30
30
30

30
30
30
30
30

150

180

30
30
30
30
30
30
210

30
30
30
30
30
30
210

Accommodation
Ashton St Peter’s Lower School is a well-resourced school with excellent accommodation. The
school will continue to ensure that all pupils have the highest standard of educational environment
possible.
The School‘s present facilities accommodate pupils in a well-resourced environment, with a
dedicated Early Years Foundation Stage area, computer suite, library, and outdoor garden areas.
The school already has sufficient spare classroom capacity in order to accommodate Years 5 and 6,
and in the longer term the Governing Body will continue to consider appropriate ways to develop
the building facilities still further for the benefit of all pupils across the whole age range.

Admissions
Ashton St Peter’s Lower School does not have a catchment area and hence children come from
Dunstable and the surrounding area. Ashton St Peter’s Lower School is a very popular church school,
and in past years has had more applications than places in the Reception Class. We currently have
children on our waiting list.

There are no plans to change the admission criteria as a result of this proposal (outlined below). We
will continue to maintain a 30 pupil entry each year
CURRENT CRITERIA
1

All ‘looked after’ children or children who were previously ‘looked after’

2

Children who have siblings in the school when they enter the reception class

3

Children of practicing parent/guardian of the Church of England whose
attendance is verified by the signature of the priest on the application form.

4

Children of practicing parent/guardian of other Christian churches whose attendance is
verified by the signature of the priest or minister on the application form.
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5

Children of parent/guardian of other faiths whose attendance is verified by the signature
of the faith leader on the application form.

6

Children whose applications do not fall within Categories 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 but who have very
exceptional medical needs which only Ashton St Peter’s Lower School can adequately
meet, supported with written evidence from a consultant doctor at the time of
application. The Governors reserve the right to seek further information in order to
determine whether it is essential for a child to be admitted to the preferred school on
medical grounds.

7

Any other children

Process of Consultation
In order to engage in meaningful and informed consultation, we will be holding a number of
consultation events to engage with all stakeholders, as well as providing the opportunity for
individuals and institutions to make written submissions about the proposals. All of this evidence
will be collated into a Consultation Report that the governors will consider prior to deciding whether
to progress to the second part of the process and publish statutory notices regarding the proposal.
At the end of the statutory notice period, the governors will decide whether to make a submission
to the Local Authority. What follows is the full timetable, but processes after March 2013 will only
be actioned if the governors decide to proceed based on the feedback from this consultation
process.
Timeline
Action

Start Date

Informal consultation

Tuesday 29th January 2013

Meeting with Ashton St
Peter’s Lower School Staff
Meeting with Ashton St
Peter’s Lower School Parents

Monday 11th February 2013

Meeting with Ashton St
Peter’s Lower School Parents
Meeting with members of
the community and other
stakeholders
Governors decide whether to
proceed to the publication of
statutory notices
Publication of statutory
notice
(Formal publication of the

Wednesday 13th February
2013 at 6.30pm at the
school
Thursday 14th February 2013
at 2.30pm at the school
Tuesday 26th February 2013
at 6.30pm at the school
By Thursday 28th March 2013

Monday 3rd June 2013
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Completion date

Tuesday 26th March 2013
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proposal)
Representation
(Opportunities for interested
parties to make their views
known)
Decision made by Central
Bedfordshire Council
Proposed implementation

Tuesday 4th June 2013

August 2013
1st September 2014
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29th January 2013
Dear Parent/Staff/Member of the local community
Ashton St Peter’s VA Lower School – Meetings for parents, staff, members of the community and
other stakeholders
Action

Start Date

Informal consultation

Tuesday 29th January 2013

Meeting with Ashton St Peter’s
Lower School Staff
Meeting with Ashton St Peter’s
Lower School Parents
Meeting with Ashton St Peter’s
Lower School Parents
Meeting with members of the
community and other
stakeholders

Monday 11th February 2013

Completion date

Tuesday 26th March 2013

Wednesday 13th February
2013 at 6.30pm at the school
Thursday 14th February 2013 at
2.30pm at the school
Tuesday 26th February 2013 at
6.30pm at the school

The Governing Body of Ashton St Peter’s Lower School has decided that it should further investigate
and consult on the proposal to extend the age range to a single phase Primary provision for 201415. You are invited to attend a meeting as detailed above.
We will be considering and inviting comments on the proposed age phase changes for Ashton St
Peter’s Lower School from 2014/2015
If you have any questions or would like to express your views, I would be grateful if you could
submit these in writing to myself or email to ashton-st-peters@cbc.beds.sch.uk by 11th February
2013 so that they can be addressed at the appropriate meeting. There will also be opportunities to
raise questions during the meetings.
The final decision on any proposed changes is made by the Local Authority.
We look forward to seeing you.
Yours sincerely

Ruth Banton
Chair of the Governing Body
Ashton St Peter’s Church of England VA Lower School
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CONSULTATION ON PROPOSAL TO EXTEND THE AGE RANGE TO A SINGLE PHASE PRIMARY
PROVISION 2014-2015
Please take the time to read our Consultation outline and complete this questionnaire. Your
feedback is important to us. Please email completed questionnaires to
ashton-st-peters@cbc.beds.sch.uk, hand in at the school office or send by post to:
Ruth Banton, Chair of Governors, Ashton St Peter’s Church of England VA Lower School, Leighton
Court , Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU6 1EW
Or enter your feedback via the school’s website
All responses must be received by 3.30 pm on Tuesday 26th March 2013 please.
Proposal
From September 2014 – Year 4 pupils should remain at Ashton St Peter’s Church of England VA
Lower School and move into a year 5 class and then into year 6 in 2015.
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Neither agree nor
disagree

Comment
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Agree

Strongly Agree

Report of responses received and the outcome of the initial consultation

Response to the consultation document on a proposal
to extend the upper age range of Ashton St Peter’s Church of England
Voluntary Aided Lower School from 4-9 years to 4-11 years.

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT
The purpose of this report is to provide information and report on the informal consultation
relating to the proposal to extend the age range of Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary
Aided Lower School from 4-9 years to 4-11 years to create a full primary school, with effect from
September 2014.

OBJECTIVES OF PROPOSAL

•

To continue to promote the vision and ethos of the Church of England as a
fundamental basis for Christian education in our school.

•

To provide for continuation of the curriculum, whereby each phase of education
(Primary and Secondary) teaches two full Key Stages and are mutually able to
support progress by reducing the number of transition points.

•

To engage in greater collaborative working between and among phases with a view
to enhancing the sharing of specialist provision.

•

To sustain high standards of education and maintain the nurturing and well-being of
children by offering them only one change of school, thereby enabling sustained
progress in all areas.
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•

To offer children in 5 and 6 an exciting and innovative curriculum provision that
meets their needs and supports them to achieve their full potential.

•

To improve parental choice with regard to the variety of options and opportunities
that are being offered.

PROCESS OF INFORMAL CONSULTATION
Informal consultation period ran from 29th January 2013 to 26th March 2013. The consultation
consisted of a consultation document, two meetings with Ashton St. Peter’s Church of England
Voluntary Aided Lower School staff on Monday 11th February 2013, two meetings with parents on
Wednesday 13th February 2013 and Thursday 14th February 2013 and one public meeting on
Tuesday 26th February 2013.

Consultation documents were sent to the following people:
Parents/Guardians of children currently attending Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary
Aided Lower School
Staff at Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Lower School
The Chair of Governors of all schools in Central Bedfordshire (including Academies)
The Head teacher of all schools in Central Bedfordshire (including Academies)
The Diocese of St Albans Board of Education
The Ashton Foundation
Dunstable Town Council
Central Bedfordshire Councillors
Members of Parliament for South West Bedfordshire and Luton
All relevant Trade Unions for both Teaching and Support staff
Church leaders within Dunstable
Director of Children’s Services, Central Bedfordshire Council
Head of Early Intervention and Prevention, Central Bedfordshire Council
Head of School Support, Central Bedfordshire Council

Appendix A
Page 12 of 58

Report of responses received and the outcome of the initial consultation
The consultation document was also available on the Central Bedfordshire Learning Portal, the
school website and publicised in Central Essentials.

SUMMARY OF RESPONSES
A total of 90 responses were received for the Proposal using the pro forma on the consultation
document, two written responses were received from bodies associated with the school, namely the
Trustees of the Ashton Foundation and the Diocesan Board of Education of St. Albans, and several
verbal questions were asked and responses given at three public meetings and two staff meetings.
For the substantive proposal, there will be an indication of the responses received in graphical form,
derived from the specific feelings that respondents made, ranging from Strongly Agree to Strongly
Disagree.
In summary, of all the responses received:

77% Strongly Agree
14% Agree
6% Neither Agree nor Disagree
2% Disagree
1% Strongly Disagree

The report details:
•
•
•

Positive response statements
Areas of concern
The school governors’ responses to comments raised through the consultation process

DETAILED RESPONSES
The written comments from the consultation are either set out verbatim from the responses or are
contained within the detailed minutes of the meetings held. The responses are categorised by the
grouping that made those responses (Parents, Governors, Staff, other Professionals/Schools,
Unknown) and for each category there is a list of positive comments, areas of concern and the
governors’ response to those areas of concern if applicable.
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Parental Responses

Positive Responses
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I have brought all my children through this school and they have all benefitted from it.
I feel one change for a child is better than two.
I am really happy for [my child] to remain at Ashton for a further 2 years – and fully endorse
the proposal.
I think this is a fantastic school and I am delighted that my children can spend an extra two
years here J
Wonderful school. Very excited for my two younger children to go into year 5 and 6.
I wish for my child to continue to learn and develop within this school’s environment.
Grandparent – this is the way to go.
I fully endorse this proposal and feel reassured that the children will benefit from being
given the opportunity to grow and extend their learning path at Ashton Lower (also
governor).
Would be very happy for the school to become Primary; it is a lovely school and my
daughter would get to stay there for longer – what’s not to like?
We are very happy this is happening. Fully support the school in this. It would have been
fantastic if it could have happened for current Yr 4.
Will benefit my child by giving her continuity without the anxiety of moving schools and
making new friends. Will benefit her academic work as at the moment she is getting good
education at Ashton St Peter’s.
I fully support this proposal to move to a Primary school. It will enhance the children’s
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

learning journey through school and will create better continuity for each child.
I am delighted at the proposal to extend Ashton to a Primary school. I think that 9 years old
is too young for children to be changing schools and deal with such disruption to their
schooling. Also I am hoping that my son …… will be joining Reception in Sept 2014 and this
will mean that both my children will be in the same school which of course is convenient but
more importantly they will be so happy to be at the same school together. I think it is
wonderful and if my children can benefit by staying an extra two years then this will give
them a great start in their lives.
Really excited about this! We love the idea though and think it will be lovely for the children
to stay in one place for longer!
I strongly agree, I think my two children will benefit from this hugely.
I do think it is a shame to make a change given the benefits of the middle school. However
in the current situation within the town I totally agree that this is the right thing to do (also
governor).
We are very happy with this proposal!
Sounds like an exciting opportunity for our children J
We as parents are very happy for this proposal to go ahead [concerns listed below] but
overall extremely happy.
Ashton St Peters Lower School is an environment where as parents we would love our
children to stay for as long as possible. The caring and personal touch it projects is
reassuring and conducive to development both socially and educational. Thank you for all
your hard work that you are putting achieving this fabulous goal.
I think it will benefit the children, less disruption moving from school to school.
I am satisfied with all the information I had from this meeting. It now leaves me with a clear
understanding how this change would help improve our children learning foundation. I am
pleased because the whole concept why the school is doing this is in line to supporting our
children learning.
I would love my child to continue into year 6. He has settled in this lovely school, just sad my
elder son missed the opportunity to stay on here too!
The school has such a wonderful community feel and does so well to develop children, the
longer they stay, the better!
I love the three tier system but if all schools are changing to the primary system then I
would be happy for my children to stay at this lovely school.
This would be good for my granddaughter as the friendships she has made will help to settle
into primary school years and so be more prepared for senior school.
I do believe it is very good to keep this school to a single phase primary as keeps the
continuity of the brilliant education that they have.
Ashton St Peter’s is a lovely school which I think the children would benefit from being here
longer.
I am in full support of having Ashton St Peter’s to extend the school into year 6 teaching age
as I believe this would encourage my son to continue learning without any upset.
Yes please!! Can you also do a nursery please!!
I have been very happy with my children’s education in both Ashton Lower and Ashton
Middle.
Personally speaking, it’s just a pity it couldn’t happen a year sooner.
Am happy for my daughter to stay at Ashton St Peter’s for a further 2 years. Ashton Middle
is potentially going to a Primary school so therefore would prefer to keep her here. Fully
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•
•
•

•
•

•

support proposal.
I just wish my older son … could of had this.
Fantastic!
Although my son was very young in comparison to when he reaches year 5, he found the
transition from Westfield to Ashton St Peter’s extremely difficult. After 7 months he is only
just stopped asking about his friends he left. I feel this is an incredibly difficult age/stage to
leave for a middle school and wholeheartedly agree to remain at Ashton St Peter’s until year
7 and sincerely hope it happens.
Fantastic news!
As a parent of a year 3 child I am more than happy for him to stay at Ashton St Peter’s Lower
School for an extra two years. The school provides a safe and caring environment in which
he has and will continue to thrive in. The Christian ethos is very important as I think this
gives the children morals and a sense of belonging.
I just wish this was happening for my son who will be leaving in September. I am very happy
for my two other children to go through this new system.

Areas of Concern

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

I worry about the space.
Hope children will not loose out on space.
Hope the school will continue to have a family feel even though it will expand.
Would like to see extended car park and not staggered home times.
Our only concern would be over the size of the grounds, esp. the playground and having Yr
1’s mixing with much older children at playtimes & lunchtimes.
Only worry is what guarantees are there that the school will be fully equipped to teach the
new Year 5 to the standard of the middle schools?
Also what measure will be taken to give year 5/6 more independence/responsibility?
Will there be any sex education? The boys/girls will be asking questions at that age.
Need to review safety of road crossings for school into/from home especially with the
ridiculous removal of the only crossing point.
Would like clarification that if consultation to expand year 5 is given that this would
definitely extend to include year 6 the following year.
My only concern would be the space requirement. Do you have the option to extend the
school? Is the playground/playing area sufficient space for 210 children? Can you extend this
area?
Only concerns are that we have enough room to accommodate everyone.
I am quite satisfied with the 3 tier system. I am concerned that this school would not be able
to accommodate extra classes and extra facilities i.e. science labs, art room, cookery, textiles
etc. The hall is very small and has too many uses.
What will happen to the middle schools?
Concerns about whether there will be suitable facilities i.e. science lab, computers, art and
library.
Concerns about size of school?? Extension??
More information needed.
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•
•

•
•
•

•

My only concern is the lack of room and how all pupils will fit, for example, during lunch
times and during assembly in the school hall.
My reservations are due to the uncertainty of Ashton Middle School and the timing of my
child’s education. There is going to be a fair amount of disruption of us as a family when this
goes through. If my child was in Yr 1 I would strongly agree, but for selfish reasons the
whole transformation is going to be problematic for us.
I am concerned that children may suffer without subject specific teachers
What will happen to Ashton Middle?
We believe that there are not the facilities at Ashton Lower School that are available at
Middle Schools e.g. science labs, geography Dept’s, language classes. Pupils at Middle
School experience different classes, teachers and this helps them to grow in confidence and
helps them grow in preparation for their next school.
Also parking is a big problem and this will make things worse.
I’m still in two minds I understand its less upheaval for the child but what about free after
school clubs, etc but more importantly at middle school you have hour lessons of each
subject they also learn a new language with a specialised teacher, would they get an hour
lesson learning a new language also their be sets for the more able and more challenging
work etc also would their be enough funding to have more TA’s and more support and goals
for the less able!

School Response to Areas of Concern

Accommodation
Sufficient space is available to accommodate 2 further classes and all facilities comply with the DFE
Standards for School Premises Regulations (School Facilities) 1999 (Part 2). There is sufficient space
for the whole school to meet for Collective Worship and lunch and break times will be staggered as
necessary. The outside space, too, is more than sufficient, although staggered lunch and play times
may be introduced.

Curriculum: Subject Areas, Facilities and Skills of Teachers
There is no dictate in the primary curriculum for specialist facilities. The school is already looking at
sharing specialist teachers for subjects such as French, Science and PE with other local schools in the
Learning Partnership. These teachers would come to the school, but there would also be scope for
our pupils to travel to other schools to take advantage of specialist equipment as and when needed.
The Government is keen for schools to work in partnership with each other and to pool resources,
and this is what we are currently doing within our Learning Partnership and will continue to do so.
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All Ashton St Peter’s teachers are trained in primary education and two have experience of
teaching years 5 and 6. The school is aiming to employ an experienced upper KS2 teacher to be in
post by Easter 2014, allowing a full term to ensure a seamless transition.
We will continue to plan and teach to meet the objectives for KS1 and KS2 pupils specified in the
National Curriculum Document.
Travel and Parking
The Governors have met with Local Authority representatives as well as Amey Construction and are
perusing ‘Safer Routes to School’. Consideration is also being given to car parking solutions. A
further meeting is planned for 26 June 2013 between Cllr Murray, the Chair of Governors and Head
teacher to discuss a crossing patrol system to facilitate safer routes to school. This will have a
positive impact on the older children being able to walk to school and reducing traffic around the
school locality. Some children will already have siblings in the school, which will mean one journey
rather than two for the time they are both at Ashton St Peter’s. This will ease congestion as well as
pollution in the local area.
Transition
Pupils will be supported in transition to another school at any stage in their learning journey.
Governor Responses
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Positive Responses
This is obviously the best course of action – to keep Y4 to Y6 following a good faith journey and
maintaining the high academic achievements they have.
Fantastic news! It’s just a shame that my own children did not get the opportunity to stay longer at
this wonderful school!!
To bring Ashton in line with other schools in the area.
To continue the high standards of the school and to allow for parental choice.
Areas of Concern
None expressed.
Staff Responses

Positive Responses
All three of my children attended Ashton St Peter’s. I am just sorry the proposal did not come earlier
for them, as I believe strongly it would have benefited them greatly to continue into year 5 then
year 6 at Ashton St Peter’s. It is definitely the way forward in my opinion.
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I believe the continuity of care and fantastic teaching provided by Ashton St Peter’s can only be
beneficial to the children for the extra two years they will be attending.
Areas of Concern
None expressed.

Other Professional Bodies, Stakeholders and Schools Responses

Positive Responses
There were positive written responses from the Diocese of St Albans indicating that the Board of
Education Strongly Agreed with the proposal to extend the age-range to become a full Primary
School. The Trustees of the Ashton Foundation also made a written response in which it said that it
agreed with the proposal.

The Governing Body of All Saints Academy fully supports the proposal for Ashton St Peter’s Church
of England Voluntary Aided Lowe School to become a full Primary school.
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I fully support the change of age range for Ashton St Peter’s. The change would be good for the
community due to the fact that families will feel fully supported from schools that know them well
in those early years of a child’s learning journey. Children will be more ready to make the transition
at 11 into a secondary model of education. Fewer changes will ensure that children feel safe and
confident in environments they know well. Primary schools will have ownership of KS2 and will be
able to fully monitor and track children and intervene at appropriate times using the expertise they
have in developing children’s basic skills of reading, writing and maths.
The changing landscape in Dunstable dictates that lower schools need to respond.

Areas of Concern
None expressed.
Unknown Respondents

Positive Responses
It will benefit the school and as well the pupils in extending the age range within the school.
Due to the changing climate in the region’s schools, change seems to be a necessity. I think the
children will benefit from this change, they have less disruption.
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Areas of Concern
None expressed.
Nil responses
Consultation documents were sent to the following people and no response was received:
The Chair of Governors of all schools in Central Bedfordshire (including Academies)
Dunstable Town Council
Central Bedfordshire Councillors
Members of Parliament for South West Bedfordshire and Luton
All relevant Trade Unions for both Teaching and Support staff
Director of Children’s Services, Central Bedfordshire Council

Head of Early Intervention and Prevention, Central Bedfordshire Council
Head of School Support, Central Bedfordshire Council

CONCLUSION
Alternative Options
If we are unsuccessful with this proposal the school will continue to operate as a Lower School for
pupils aged 4-9 years. Year 4 pupils will transfer into a middle school in Dunstable or transfer for two
years to a local Primary School.

The Governing Body met on 20th March 2013 and 15th May 2013
to look at the responses and discuss the report on informal consultation.
Extract from Minutes of full Governing Body Meeting held on 20th March 2013
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Report of responses received and the outcome of the initial consultation
‘Mrs Banton was pleased to inform governors that a good number of responses to the
consultation process had been received, the overwhelming majority of which strongly
agreed or agreed to the proposals. A handful of responders were unsure and one disagreed,
although nobody strongly disagreed.

Mrs McGinty asked for the governing body’s permission to move forward to the business
planning stage once the consultation has ended, assuming the outcome is still favourable.
Mrs Banton proposed that this permission be given, Mrs Leadbeater seconded and the
proposal was carried unanimously’.

Extract from Minutes of full Governing Body Meeting held on 15th May 2013

‘Mrs Banton updated the governing body on the meetings held locally over the last few
weeks to discuss the changes. She had mentioned the proposals to Andrew Selous MP
when she met him in passing and he expressed an interest in visiting the school. He visited
last week and had been very positive about the experience, asking about possible changes
to accommodate primary school status and commenting on the very well behaved children.

The consultation for primary status has now closed and 90 responses were received as
follows:

91%

Strongly agree/agree

6%

Neither agree nor disagree

3%

Disagree/strongly disagree

1.1% = 1

respondent

The overwhelmingly positive response was noted, and the governors asked whether reasons
had been given on the disagree/strongly disagree returns. Mrs McGinty said that only one
had included comments and these were that the parent concerned did not feel the school
had the facilities that Middle Schools have and that parking was also an issue.
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Report of responses received and the outcome of the initial consultation

There were no further questions and Mrs Banton proposed that the governing body move
forward to the next stage of the process. All were in favour.

The business planning sub-group is meeting tomorrow and the governing body were happy
to delegate authority to them without further reference for writing the document and
sending it to the LA for checking. The final document will therefore be brought to the
governing body meeting in July’.
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Statutory Notice of the full proposal and representation period

Ashton St. Peter’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Lower School
Proposal to extend the age range of Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary Aided
Lower School from 4 - 9 years to 4 - 11 years to create a primary school.
Notice is given in accordance with section 19(3) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006
that The Governing Body of Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Lower
School intends to make a prescribed alteration to Ashton St Peter’s Church of England
Voluntary Aided Lower School, Leighton Court, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU6 1EW from 1
September 2014.
The proposal is to change the age range of Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary
Aided Lower School by extending it from a 4 – 9 years lower school to a 4 – 11 years primary
school.
This is to be implemented in two stages:
September 2014 – Year 4 children will be retained at the school and become a new year 5.
September 2015 – Year 5 children will continue at the school and become a new year 6.
The current capacity of the school is 150 and when the proposals are implemented the
proposed capacity will be 210.
The current admission number for the school is 30 for year groups R – Y4. The proposed
admission number will remain the same. Total capacity for September 2014 is expected to
be 180. Total capacity for 2015 is expected to be 210.
This Notice is an extract from the complete proposal. Copies of the complete proposal can
be obtained from: The Information Manager, Central Bedfordshire Council, Room DC2,
Watling House, High Street North, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1LF. It can also be viewed on the
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Statutory Notice of the full proposal and representation period
Council’s website at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/publicstatutorynotices and the school
website www.ashtonstpeters.ik.org
Within six weeks from the date of publication of this proposal, any person may object to or
make comments on the proposal by sending them to The Deputy Chief Executive/Director of
Children’s Services, Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House, Chicksands, Shefford,
Bedfordshire, SG17 5TQ.
Signed: Mrs Ruth Banton
Chairman of the Governing Body
Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Lower School
Publication Date: 3 June 2013
Explanatory notes
It is proposed that extending the age range of Ashton St. Peter's Church of England
Voluntary Aided Lower School from 4 – 9 years to 4 – 11 years to create a primary school will
provide improved standards in years 5 and 6 and therefore at the end of Key Stage 2.
National data shows that changing school may impact negatively on pupils’ progress and
may result in a lack of curriculum understanding, continuity, and assessment agreement. This
proposal will remove the transition at the end of year 4. The school has sufficient spare
classroom capacity in order to accommodate Years 5 and 6, and in the longer term the
Governing Body will continue to consider appropriate ways to develop the building facilities
still further for the benefit of all pupils across the whole age range.
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Prescribed information which accompanied the Statutory Notice

PROPOSALS FOR PRESCRIBED ALTERATIONS OTHER THAN
FOUNDATION PROPOSALS: Information to be included in a
complete proposal
Extract of Part 1 of Schedule 3 and Part 1 of Schedule 5 to The School Organisation (Prescribed
Alterations to Maintained Schools)(England) Regulations 2007 (as amended):
In respect of a Governing Body Proposal: School and governing body’s details

1. The name, address and category of the school for which the governing body are publishing
the proposals.

Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Lower School
Leighton Court
Dunstable
Bedfordshire LU6 1EW

In respect of an LEA Proposal: School and local education authority details

1. The name, address and category of the school.
N/A
Implementation and any proposed stages for implementation

2. The date on which the proposals are planned to be implemented, and if they are to be
implemented in stages, a description of what is planned for each stage, and the number of
stages intended and the dates of each stage.

Implementation to take place in September 2014

•
•
•

Two stages of implementation
September 2014 – Yr 4 children to remain in current setting and move in to Yr 5
September 2015 – Yr 5 children to remain in current setting and move in to Yr 6
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The school has no plans to reintegrate pupils who are already at local middle schools but will take
children who have moved to the area from another school or who do not have school provision,
providing the school does not exceed their admission number.

Objections and comments

3. A statement explaining the procedure for making representations, including—
(a) the date prescribed in accordance with paragraph 29 of Schedule 3 (GB
proposals)/Schedule 5 (LA proposals) of The School Organisation (Prescribed
Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 (as amended), by which
objections or comments should be sent to the local education authority; and
(b) the address of the authority to which objections or comments should be sent.

(a) 15.07.2013
(b) The Deputy Chief Executive / Director of Children's Services, Central Bedfordshire Council,
Priory House, Chicksands, Shefford, Beds, SG17 5TQ.

Alteration description

4. A description of the proposed alteration and in the case of special school proposals, a
description of the current special needs provision.

The current upper age range would be extended from 9 to 11 years old (upper year would change
from Yr 4 to Yr 6).

Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Lower School would change from a Lower
School to a Primary School.
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School capacity

5.—(1) Where the alteration is an alteration falling within any of paragraphs 1 to 4, 8 , 9 and
12-14 of Schedule 2 (GB proposals)/paragraphs 1-4, 7, 8, 18, 19 and 21 of Schedule 4(LA
proposals) to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England)
Regulations 2007 (as amended), the proposals must also include—
(a) details of the current capacity of the school and, where the proposals will alter the
capacity of the school, the proposed capacity of the school after the alteration;

The current capacity of the school is 30 per year group (Yrs R – 4) i.e. 150.
The proposed capacity after the alteration will remain at 30 per year group (Yrs R – 6) but there will be 7
year groups making the roll number 210.

(b) details of the current number of pupils admitted to the school in each relevant age group,
and where this number is to change, the proposed number of pupils to be admitted in
each relevant age group in the first school year in which the proposals will have been
implemented;

•

The current capacity of the school to remain at 30 per year group (Yrs R – 6)

•

No capacity change per year group

(c) where it is intended that proposals should be implemented in stages, the number of
pupils to be admitted to the school in the first school year in which each stage will have
been implemented;

•

Stage1: No change to the expected number of admissions, increase in overall roll is by pupils in year
4 remaining for year 5. The first stage of the proposal will mean we will have 180 on roll. We will
then have Yr R - Yr 5, age 4 to 10 yrs

•

Stage2: No change to the expected number of admissions, increase in overall roll is by pupils in year
5 remaining for year 6. The second stage of the proposal will mean that the number on roll will be
210. We will then have Yr R-Yr 6, age 4 to 11yrs
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(d) where the number of pupils in any relevant age group is lower than the indicated
admission number for that relevant age group a statement to this effect and details of the
indicated admission number in question.

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Totals

September
2013
30
30
30
30
30

September
2014
30
30
30
30
30
30

150

180

September
2015
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
210

September
2016
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
210

(2) Where the alteration is an alteration falling within any of paragraphs 1, 2, 9, 12 and 13of
Schedule 2 (GB proposals) /paragraphs 1, 2, 8, 18 ands 19 of Schedule 4 (LA proposals)toThe
School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007
(as amended), a statement of the number of pupils at the school at the time of the publication of
the proposals.

There are 151 pupils at the school at the time of the publication of the proposal.

Implementation

6. Where the proposals relate to a foundation or voluntary controlled school a statement as to
whether the proposals are to be implemented by the local education authority or by the
governing body, and, if the proposals are to be implemented by both, a statement as to the
extent to which they are to be implemented by each body.
N/A
Additional Site

7.—(1) A statement as to whether any new or additional site will be required if proposals are
implemented and if so the location of the site if the school is to occupy a split site.
N/A
(2) Where proposals relate to a foundation or voluntary school a statement as to who will
provide any additional site required, together with details of the tenure (freehold or leasehold)
on which the site of the school will be held, and if the site is to be held on a lease, details of the
proposed lease.
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N/A
Changes in boarding arrangements

8.—(1) Where the proposals are for the introduction or removal of boarding provision, or the
alteration of existing boarding provision such as is mentioned in paragraph 8 or 21 of Schedule 2
(GB proposals)/7 or 14 of Schedule 4toThe School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to
Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 (as amended) —
9.Schedule 4toThe School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools)
(England) Regulations 2007 (as amended) —
(a) the number of pupils for whom it is intended that boarding provision will be made if the
proposals are approved;
N/A
(b) the arrangements for safeguarding the welfare of children at the school;
N/A
(c) the current number of pupils for whom boarding provision can be made and a description
of the boarding provision; and
N/A
(d) except where the proposals are to introduce boarding provision, a description of the
existing boarding provision.
N/A
(2) Where the proposals are for the removal of boarding provisions or an alteration to reduce
boarding provision such as is mentioned in paragraph 8 or 21 of Schedule 2 (GB proposals)/7 or
14 of Schedule 4(LA proposals)to the School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained
Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 (as amended) —
(a) the number of pupils for whom boarding provision will be removed if the proposals are
approved; and
N/A
(b) a statement as to the use to which the former boarding accommodation will be put if the
proposals are approved.
N/A
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Transfer to new site

10. Where the proposals are to transfer a school to a new site the following information—
(a) the location of the proposed site (including details of whether the school is to occupy a
single or split site), and including where appropriate the postal address;
N/A
(b) the distance between the proposed and current site;
N/A
(c) the reason for the choice of proposed site;
N/A
(d) the accessibility of the proposed site or sites;
N/A
(e) the proposed arrangements for transport of pupils to the school on its new site; and
N/A
(f) a statement about other sustainable transport alternatives where pupils are not using
transport provided, and how car use in the school area will be discouraged.
N/A
Objectives

11. The objectives of the proposals.

Objectives
•

To continue to promote the vision and ethos of the Church of England as a fundamental
basis for Christian education in the school.

•

To provide for continuation of the curriculum, whereby each phase of education
(primary and secondary) teaches two full Key Stages and are mutually able to support
progress by reducing the number of transition points.

•

To engage in greater collaborative working between and among phases with a view to
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enhancing the sharing of specialist provision.
•

To sustain high standards of education and maintain the nurturing and well-being of
children by offering them only one change of school, thereby enabling sustained
progress in all areas.

•

To offer children in Years 5 and 6 an exciting and innovative curriculum provision that
meets their needs and supports them to achieve their full potential.

•

To improve parental choice with regard to the variety of options and opportunities that

•

are being offered.

Principles
•

To maintain the excellent relationships between the school and its families.

•

Increasingly, the school believes that their children would benefit from the stability of a primary
school environment, its organisation and its Christian ethos.

•

Current key stage planning is geared around the structure used by the majority of
schools in the UK. This means that the key stage boundaries align with the two tier
system.

•

The need for transition between each tier, particularly in the middle of Key Stages can result in lack
of curriculum understanding, continuity, assessment agreement and ownership of Key Stages.

•

Continuity of provision will ensure that there is no repetition within the curriculum and
this would be further enhanced through close liaison with secondary schools.

•

Primary / secondary provision will reduce the number of times a child needs to move schools, it also
makes transition and curriculum continuity easier because it sits at the
end of a key stage, the natural transition for the vast majority of schools in the country.

•

Schools should be based around communities and their needs.

•

As shown in Appendix A, the schools’ parents are overwhelmingly supportive of this proposal,
therefore the school is meeting their needs.

•

By providing appropriately for the needs of the primary child through a primary
curriculum delivery and a familiar environment that has knowledge of the individual
child and their families.

•

The school works in close cooperation with the local church community, and this is an opportunity
to extend this for an additional 2 years.

•

This proposal would meet the needs of local parents who prefer their children to stay in
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a smaller school setting until age eleven.
•

Work collectively in partnership between primary and secondary phases enabling
staffing flexibility across schools.

•

Secure “best value” by sharing resources, engaging in joint training and identifying
shared priorities for school improvement.

•

The 2006 EIA amendment to the Education Act places duties on local authorities to
secure diversity in the provision of schools, and increase opportunities for parental
choice. This proposal supports this amendment by increasing parental choice, and
diversity of educational provision.

Effect on school standards and school improvements
Leadership and Management
Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Lower School has good and confident leadership and
the professional capacity and skills to drive forward the proposed changes, through:
•

Working closely with local schools in the Learning Partnership

•

Collaborative work on curriculum initiatives, building on the good practice that already exists in
years 3 and 4

•

Sharing the expertise and experience of upper key stage 2 that already exists within the Learning
Partnership
The school believes that a full primary school provides greater career development
opportunities for new and existing staff than lower schools, and may be more attractive to new applicants.

Curriculum
The school believes that curriculum delivery is paramount to enable all pupils to have opportunities to
become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens. This will be achieved
through an engaging, challenging and purposeful primary curriculum that better meets the
learning styles and needs of the pupils. The school acknowledges there will be a significant
impact on the school in the delivery, resourcing and teaching of some specialist subject areas,
and the school appreciates that the curriculum for Yrs 5 and 6 will need careful planning.
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The school will do this by:
•

Appointing an experienced upper KS2 teacher, ideally in the Summer term, to allow time for
planning, resourcing and familiarisation with the policies and procedures and Christian ethos of the
school. This will be done with the full support of the senior leadership team

•

Following the national curriculum that sets out clearly the core knowledge and understanding that
all children should be expected to acquire in their later primary years

•

Visiting other good/outstanding primary provision to observe good practice, planning, teaching,
learning and pastoral care

•

Exploring joint training and curriculum planning for KS2

•

Benefitting from 2 existing members of staff who have experience of teaching and
assessing upper KS2

•

Continuing to set targets and monitor individual pupil’s progress and attainment

•

Continuing to implement a range of assessment for learning strategies across the
school to develop teaching and learning even further

•

Continuing to moderate with other practitioners across the Learning Partnership.

The school has a strong commitment to Values Education, PSHCE and RE within a Christian environment.
The safety and well-being of the children is paramount.

Parents and community
The school will continue to work closely with their parents and the community in a range of ways including:
•

Engaging parents in their children’s learning

•

Continuing to seek views from parents and stakeholders via regular questionnaires

•

Working hard to engage parents and ensure they feel informed and confident in their children’s
learning

•

Using an open door policy allowing parents and carers the opportunity to discuss any issues or
concerns.

Initial research shows that parents are overwhelmingly in favour of primary schooling which will promote
increased confidence within the local community that the education system is geared
to local need and reflects parental wishes.
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Behaviour
Evidence from Ofsted reports, SIP reports and LA exclusion data show that behaviour is very
well managed in the school. The strategies in place are successful for the following reasons:
•

The school has clear policies and procedures in place which ensures a consistent
approach to behaviour management that is shared and understood by all

•

The implementation of the whole school ‘Values Education’ programme and positive Christian
ethos, encourages and supports positive pupil behaviour

•

The school has in depth knowledge of the children and their families and the school
makes it a priority to build excellent relationships, especially with more vulnerable
families

•

The school uses a wide range of support mechanisms

•

A familiar environment and favourable staffing ratio means that the school can continue to meet
the needs of their children and maintain positive behaviours and attitudes

Transition
Transition is a major key to successful lifelong learning. In order to achieve successful transition for all, there
needs to be effective communication between different settings.
Good transition is fundamental to the success of this proposal; the school is fully committed to work with all
future providers having agreed processes for transfer at age 11so that the
learning journey becomes seamless. In order to achieve this seamless transition the school will ensure that
there is :
•

A shared curriculum, teaching, support, expertise and delivery as a two way process

•

The sharing of data, target setting and assessments where there is a mutual trust of
judgements and information

•

A commitment to joint working over transition periods including post transition

•

Leadership of transition

•

Pupil involvement in their planned transition

•

Less transition points in pupils’ learning journey.

Appendix A
Page 36 of 58

Prescribed information which accompanied the Statutory Notice

SEND
The school feels that changing the age range will have a positive impact for pupils with SEND
and for vulnerable learners, building on the current good practice already established in the
school.
•

The school believes that their professional knowledge of how children learn will enable
the school us to continue to provide effective intervention.

•

The school benefits from a highly skilled, experienced SENCo. The school will continue
with the good and supportive SEND provision already in place and pupils will benefit
from this for a further two years.

•

Excellent work with families is already established to support all vulnerable children,
SEND and LAC.

•

Over the years, the school has established excellent relationships with other
professionals in order to support pupils with SEND and their families and will continue
this for upper Key Stage 2 pupils

•

The school will continue to share expertise with other schools

•

The school will continue to support Gifted &Talented pupils within the school

•

The two way sharing of information at transition will support positive outcomes for pupils with
SEND and vulnerable learners
Extended Services
This proposal will provide the opportunity to develop extended school provision reflecting the needs of the
community. The school will work to provide a range of extended services:
•

Transition support for pupils and families

•

Shared training for parents and staff

•

Early Birds breakfast club

•

A range of clubs and after school activities

•

Promotion of inter school sports and other activities for the community

•

Workshops to support adult learning and encourage family learning

•

Support for vulnerable families and pupils
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•

Support for families in areas such as relationships and health and safety

Consultation

12. Evidence of the consultation before the proposals were published including—
(a) a list of persons who were consulted;
(b) minutes of all public consultation meetings;
(c) the views of the persons consulted;
(d) a statement to the effect that all applicable statutory requirements in relation to the
proposals to consult were complied with; and
(e) copies of all consultation documents and a statement on how these documents were
made available.

(a) A list of the people and organisations that were consulted with is in the attached Appendix A.
(b) The minutes of the staff, parent and public meetings are in the attached Appendix B
(c) The view of the persons consulted are summarised in the attached Appendix A
(d) All applicable statutory requirements in relation to the proposals to consult were complied
With.
(e) A copy of the consultation document is attached at Appendix C. This consultation document
was made available to all people listed in Appendix A and was also publicised via Central
Bedfordshire Council’s publication ‘Central Essentials’ which is emailed weekly to head teachers
and chairs of governors within Central Bedfordshire.

Please note the public meeting held on 26 February 2013 was publicised within the local press
and Central Essentials. Two parent consultation meetings were held on 13 and 14 February
2013 and the consultation document was made available on the school website, hard copies
were sent to families, it was also emailed and reminders of the meetings were sent via the
school newsletter.

Project costs

13. A statement of the estimated total capital cost of the proposals and the breakdown of the
costs that are to be met by the governing body, the local education authority, and any other
party.

No capital costs are envisaged at this stage.
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14. A copy of confirmation from the Secretary of State, local education authority and the
Learning and Skills Council for England (as the case may be) that funds will be made available
(including costs to cover any necessary site purchase).
N/A
Age range

15. Where the proposals relate to a change in age range, the current age range for the school.

4 years to 9 years
Early Years provision

16. Where the proposals are to alter the lower age limit of a mainstream school so that it
provides for pupils aged between 2 and 5—
(a) details of the early years provision, including the number of full-time and part-time pupils,
the number and length of sessions in each week, and the services for disabled children
that will be offered;
N/A
(b) how the school will integrate the early years provision with childcare services and how
the proposals are consistent with the integration of early years provision for childcare;
N/A
(c) evidence of parental demand for additional provision of early years provision;
N/A
(d) assessment of capacity, quality and sustainability of provision in schools and in
establishments other than schools who deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage within
3 miles of the school; and
N/A
(e) reasons why such schools and establishments who have spare capacity cannot make
provision for any forecast increase in the number of such provision.
N/A
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Changes to sixth form provision

17. (a) Where the proposals are to alter the upper age limit of the school so that the school
provides sixth form education or additional sixth form education, a statement of how the
proposals will—
(i) improve the educational or training achievements;
(ii) increase participation in education or training; and
(iii) expand the range of educational or training opportunities
for 16-19 year olds in the area;

N/A
(b) A statement as to how the new places will fit within the 16-19 organisation in an area;

N/A
(c) Evidence —
(i) of the local collaboration in drawing up the proposals; and
(ii) that the proposals are likely to lead to higher standards and better progression at the
school;

N/A
(d) The proposed number of sixth form places to be provided.
N/A

18. Where the proposals are to alter the upper age limit of the school so that the school ceases
to provide sixth form education, a statement of the effect on the supply of 16-19 places in the
area.
N/A

Special educational needs

19. Where the proposals are to establish or change provision for special educational needs—
(a) a description of the proposed types of learning difficulties in respect of which education
will be provided and, where provision for special educational needs already exists, the
current type of provision;
N/A
(b) any additional specialist features will be provided;
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N/A
(c) the proposed numbers of pupils for which the provision is to be made;
N/A
(d) details of how the provision will be funded;
N/A
(e) a statement as to whether the education will be provided for children with special
educational needs who are not registered pupils at the school to which the proposals
relate;
N/A
(f) a statement as to whether the expenses of the provision will be met from the school’s
delegated budget;
N/A
(g) the location of the provision if it is not to be established on the existing site of the school;
N/A
(h) where the provision will replace existing educational provision for children with special
educational needs, a statement as to how the local education authority believes that the
new provision is likely to lead to improvement in the standard, quality and range of the
educational provision for such children; and
N/A
(i) the number of places reserved for children with special educational needs, and where
this number is to change, the proposed number of such places.
N/A

20. Where the proposals are to discontinue provision for special educational needs—
(a) details of alternative provision for pupils for whom the provision is currently made;
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N/A
(b) details of the number of pupils for whom provision is made that is recognised by the local
education authority as reserved for children with special educational needs during each
of the 4 school years preceding the current school year;
N/A
(c) details of provision made outside the area of the local education authority for pupils
whose needs will not be able to be met in the area of the authority as a result of the
discontinuance of the provision; and
N/A
(d) a statement as to how the proposer believes that the proposals are likely to lead to
improvement in the standard, quality and range of the educational provision for such
children.
N/A

21. Where the proposals will lead to alternative provision for children with special educational
needs, as a result of the establishment, alteration or discontinuance of existing provision, the
specific educational benefits that will flow from the proposals in terms of—
(a) improved access to education and associated services including the curriculum, wider
school activities, facilities and equipment with reference to the local education authority’s
Accessibility Strategy;
(b) improved access to specialist staff, both educational and other professionals, including
any external support and outreach services;
(c) improved access to suitable accommodation; and
(d) improved supply of suitable places.
N/A
Sex of pupils

22. Where the proposals are to make an alteration to provide that a school which was an
establishment which admitted pupils of one sex only becomes an establishment which admits
pupils of both sexes—
(a) details of the likely effect which the alteration will have on the balance of the provision of
single-sex education in the area;
N/A
(b) evidence of local demand for single-sex education; and
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N/A
(c) details of any transitional period which the body making the proposals wishes specified
in a transitional exemption order (within the meaning of section 27 of the Sex
Discrimination Act 1975).
N/A

23. Where the proposals are to make an alteration to a school to provide that a school which
was an establishment which admitted pupils of both sexes becomes an establishment which
admits pupils of one sex only—
(a) details of the likely effect which the alteration will have on the balance of the provision of
single-sex education in the area; and
N/A
(b) evidence of local demand for single-sex education.
N/A
Extended services

24. If the proposed alterations affect the provision of the school’s extended services, details of
the current extended services the school is offering and details of any proposed change as a
result of the alterations.
N/A
Need or demand for additional places
25. If the proposals involve adding places—
(a) a statement and supporting evidence of the need or demand for the particular places in
the area;

Please see the objectives of the school’s proposal and Appendices A, B & C
(b) where the school has a religious character, a statement and supporting evidence of the
demand in the area for education in accordance with the tenets of the religion or
religious denomination;

The Governing Body of Ashton St Peter’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Lower School are
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passionate in their vision of realising a learning journey that is experienced in Christian schools.
Ashton St Peter’s Lower School should become a full primary school, shaped by Christian
principles, to ensure each child is provided with a continuous church based education structured around
stability, consistency and continuity of learning. The impact of the school’s values on
pupils and the school community is a strength and this would continue to be a strength if
Ashton St Peter’s was to extend its age range.

The Diocese of St Albans and the Trustees of the Ashton Foundation are fully supportive of the proposal for
Ashton St Peter’s becoming a primary school. They are very excited about, and are looking forward to, the
opportunities this will give the school and church to continue to work together.

(c) where the school adheres to a particular philosophy, evidence of the demand for
education in accordance with the philosophy in question and any associated change to
the admission arrangements for the school.

Please see the objectives of the school’s proposal in Section 10 and Appendices A, B & C
26. If the proposals involve removing places—
(a) a statement and supporting evidence of the reasons for the removal, including an
assessment of the impact on parental choice; and
N/A
(b) a statement on the local capacity to accommodate displaced pupils.
N/A
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5 July 2013
Dear Edwina
I am writing to you to express my support for Lancot Lower School, Kensworth
Lower School and Ashton St Peters Lower School in respect to the proposals that
are out for public consultation to extend their age range to become full primary
schools.
The schools mentioned above are just three of the many schools in Dunstable and
Houghton Regis who have already changed or hope to change to a two-tier system.
I support this change and believe that standards of education within our area will not
improve until we have a properly accountable school system that genuinely secures
the best learning journey for children and young people. There are several reasons
why I feel Councillor Mark Versallion should look upon these proposals favourably at
the determination meeting to be held on 13th August 2013.
There is increasing evidence that the current three-tier system operating in Central
Bedfordshire is not achieving results that compare well with our neighbouring local
authorities. The current progress measure for value added progress from key stage
2 to 4 is just one indication that we need to do something different. The average
value added score from key stage 2 to 4 in Central Bedfordshire last year was 988 –
only two upper schools achieved a score of more than 1000. In Milton Keynes the
average score was 1014 and in Luton 1020. I appreciate that this might be
considered a crude judgement but it remains an uncomfortable fact that these two
neighbouring authorities (both have similar numbers of upper/secondary schools)
are out performing Central Bedfordshire by a considerable margin.
Perhaps it is not a coincidence that progress between these two measuring points is
so different between the three neighbouring authorities. At the moment the
accountability for progress from age 11 to age 16 is split between two phases of
education – the middle schools and the upper schools. There is a much heard
argument that upper schools believe that middle schools spend all of their time
preparing the pupils for SATs in year 6 and therefore do not deliver in year 7 and 8.
The middle schools believe they do deliver in year 7 and 8 and the lack of onward
progress is down to the upper schools.
From listening to middle and lower school colleagues discussing progress from Key
stage 1 to 2 there are similar arguments raised. We know that split accountability for
progress through the key stages is at best unhelpful but is also responsible for
developing mistrust in the system which in turn has a negative impact upon the
progress that children make. I think that a primary/secondary model will go some
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way to removing this mistrust and in doing so improve the transition and progress of
students.
I have now been Head teacher at Manshead for 7 years. During this time I was
convinced that I would be able to achieve two things. First, I thought I would be able
to transform teaching and learning to mean that by the time the students reached
key stage 4, they would have reached the required level of progress, no matter what
their previous experience. Seven years on, and although monitoring by Ofsted and
other external validation suggests that teaching is consistently good; that attitudes to
learning are good; attendance is improving and the quality of leadership and
management is good, results at key stage 4, are still not yet good enough. At key
stage 5 results are excellent – proof perhaps of what we can do with students when
we work with them for longer? The second thing I thought I could achieve was to
develop a network of local schools that worked together to achieve seamless
transition; that secured excellent pupil progress from age 4 to 19 and in the process
negated the need to discuss the wearisome three-tier to two-tier argument. We
achieved part of this goal. The Learning Partnership has been established and it
remains a strong coalition of schools focussed on improving teaching and learning
and in securing the pupil journey through a group of schools that have a common
link with Manshead. Much had been achieved but the real benefits of true
partnership working will not be realised until some schools within the partnership
engage in discussion to commit to more formal links - a key part of successful,
sustainable collaboration. As we cannot achieve this across all schools in the
partnership then our aims of securing outstanding progress will be limited.
I hope that this personal perspective illustrates an important point. When I was
asked, 7 years ago, by colleagues who had been in the authority longer than I,
whether I thought two-tier was better than three, I would have replied “no”. I saw no
compelling argument that would make it sensible to change or even that the number
of tiers made a great difference. Seven years on, despite the huge improvements
that many schools have made, my view is that the system must now change as the
evidence that three-tier works is increasingly difficult to find.
The context in which schools are now working has also changed dramatically in this
period that at times has caused uncertainty and anxiety. It is clear that the new
political environment in which we work, delivers greater freedoms and flexibilities for
school leaders to develop an education system that they believe provides the very
best for the children and families that they serve. For a number of Lower Schools,
including those that I write in support of, this means a belief that the needs of the
children and families are best served by offering a full primary education up to the
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end of year 6. The natural consequence of this is to continue the education journey
to a secondary school of their choice.
I believe there is now a compelling argument to allow schools to move towards a
two-tier, primary/secondary model of education in Dunstable and Houghton Regis.
Accountability for pupil progress is much clearer when a school has the opportunity
to deliver two full key stages and I believe, as a consequence, pupil progress will
accelerate. Removing a transition point will also help to secure better pupil progress
and enable schools to act more quickly to intervene with any child or young person
who falls behind. It is clear that standards of education attainment and achievement
are falling short of our neighbours and as a consequence we are putting our young
people at a disadvantage in a very competitive world beyond school.
The proposals that a number of schools are making will enable us to adopt a two-tier
system that will lead to better education outcomes for our community. I support the
applications that Lancot, Kensworth and Ashton St Peters are making to become
primary schools as I believe this change will make the difference needed.
Manshead, as you know, has ambitions to become a secondary school so that we
can play our part in continuing the education journey for the children who live in
Dunstable, Houghton Regis and the surrounding area. I appreciate that the decision
to agree to the proposed changes is a difficult one and that there will be great
challenges ahead for the schools involved and the Local Authority. I really believe
that this is the right time to allow schools to design a structure that they believe
works best for the children and young people that they serve. This is why I urge you
to support the proposed changes.
Yours sincerely

Jim Parker
Head teacher
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
11 July 2013

Dear Edwina
Kensworth CE VC Lower School
Ashton St Peter’s CE VA Lower School, Dunstable
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I am writing on behalf of the Diocesan Board of Education to offer full support for the
proposed changes to Kensworth VC Lower School and Ashton St Peter’s VA Lower
School to become primary schools from September 2014, as set out in the Statutory
Notices published on 3 June 2013. The governing bodies of these two schools have
consulted widely and the Board is in agreement with their plans which are, in our
belief, in the best interests of the children of the area.
Yours sincerely

Jon Reynolds
Diocesan Director of Education

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Ashton St Peter’s Church of England VA Lower School, Leighton Court, Dunstable,
Beds, LU6 1EW
16th July 2013
Dear Deputy Chief Executive/Director of Children’s Services
Re: Consultation regarding proposed age range changes for Ashton St Peter’s
Church of England VA Lower School
There have been 20 submissions to the Deputy Chief Executive/Director of Children’s
Services following the publication of the statutory notice regarding the school’s proposal.
In Favour
The first is from John Reynolds, Diocesan Director of Education and is extremely positive.
He states that the Diocesan Board is in agreement with the plans and considers them to be
in the best interests of the children of the area.
Numerous meetings and discussions between the three Ashton Foundation schools have
already taken place, and will do so going forward. The Ashton Foundation sent in a letter of
support of the proposal during the initial consultation stage, and again during this
consultation.
The second response is from Jim Parker, Head teacher of Manshead Upper School, and is
fully supportive of our proposal.
Concerns Raised
The other responses raise concerns and these have been reviewed by the governing body
of Ashton St Peter’s. Many of the issues raised within these submissions are covered within
the governing body’s original proposal, but those that are not are addressed below.
Consultation Process
The governing body has followed due process in relation to the consultation and open
meetings were held for parents on 13 and 14 February and for members of the community
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and other stakeholders on 26 February. This gave them the opportunity to be fully informed
and ask questions.
Faith Education Places
In response to the concerns about the reduction of faith provision places in Dunstable,
Ashton St Peter’s has no plans to reduce its Published Admissions Number (PAN) which will
remain at 30. In addition, the application of St Augustine’s Academy to become a primary
school increases the number of faith places within our proposed age range.
Curriculum and ICT
With respect to the concern expressed over the housing of ICT facilities and the provision of
ICT teaching, we can confirm that the ICT equipment (laptop computers) will continue to be
accessed by the children within their own classroom setting to provide enhanced learning
across the curriculum. The level of access for each child will remain the same.
Transport and Parking
Two concerns relate to parking in the school locality. Whilst we acknowledge that parking
can be an issue on occasions, we have been in close liaison with representatives from the
Local Authority and Councillors and have secured a crossing patrol on Chiltern Road
commencing September 2013. This will ensure a safer pedestrian journey to school for our
pupils and should encourage more parents and children to walk to school rather than drive.
Parking facilities are provided on site for parental use.
The school will be pursuing negotiations with the Highways Agency to secure parking
restrictions in Leighton Court and is fully supportive of the implementation of these.
Conclusion
Since the beginning of the informal consultation the majority of parents and stakeholders,
including the Ashton Foundation, have been in overwhelming favour of Ashton St Peter’s
becoming a primary school and providing additional parental choice, improved standards
and continuity of faith-based education for primary age children within Dunstable. The staff,
governing body and vast majority of parents are extremely keen to move the school forward
in this way.
Yours sincerely

Ruth Banton
Chair of Governors
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