Meeting:

Traffic Management Meeting

Date:

3 May 2017

Subject:

Tilsworth Road, Stanbridge – Consider Objection to
20mph Speed Limit

Report of:

Paul Mason, Assistant Director Highways

Summary:

This report seeks the approval of the Executive Member for
Community Services for the implementation of a 20mph speed
limit in Tilsworth Road, Stanbridge

RECOMMENDATION:That the proposed 20mph speed limit be implemented as published.

Contact Officer:

Gary Baldwin
gary.baldwin@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Public/Exempt:

Public

Wards Affected:

Heath & Reach

Function of:

Council

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS
Council Priorities:
The proposal will improve road safety, traffic management and the amenity in the
affected road.
Financial:
The works are being funded by the Minor Traffic Management schemes budget.
Legal:
None from this report.
Risk Management:
None from this report.
Staffing (including Trades Unions):
None from this report.
Equalities/Human Rights:
None from this report.

Community Safety:
None from this report.
Sustainability:
None from this report.

Budget and Delivery:
Estimated cost: £3,000

Budget: Minor TM schemes

Expected delivery: July 2017

Background and Information
1.

The Council previously implemented a safety scheme in Tilsworth Road,
Stanbridge in the vicinity of the lower school. This included roads humps, a parttime 20mph advisory speed limit and parking controls. In response to local
requests, it was decided that the 20mph speed limit should be made full time and
legally enforceable.

2.

The proposal was formally advertised by public notice in March 2017.
Consultations were carried out with the emergency services and other statutory
bodies, Stanbridge Parish Council and the Ward Members. Public notices were
posted on street.

3.

Over the last five years that have been four road collisions on roads within the
built up areas of Stanbridge and Tilsworth, none of which are within the section of
the Tilsworth Road covered by this proposal.

Representations and Officer Responses
4.

One objection was received in response to the proposal, a copy of which is
included in Appendix C. The main points raised were as follows:a) The current proposal fails to address other roads safety issues in the village,
including concerns about the existing traffic calming measures and excessive
traffic speeds.
b) A number of suggested improvements are put forward, such as extending the
20mph speed limit to the east and west to cover the bends at each end,
replacing the road humps with chicanes and improved road markings.
c) There are particular concerns about safety in the vicinity of the objector’s
house and incidents that have occurred at that location.
d) The objector has sought advice from three highway consultants on this
matter, which generally support the objector’s stance.

5.

Officer response:a) The published proposal was intended to be a relatively modest variation to
the scheme that was previously implemented. The current 20mph speed limit
is only in operation when lights show and they are timed to activate at the
start and end of the school day. This was because the scheme was very
much targeted at improving safety outside the lower school at times of high
pedestrian activity. However, it was subsequently felt that the 20mph speed
limit should operate at all times in an attempt to bring about lower speeds
more generally on this length of Tilsworth Road. The current proposal was
not intended to deliver a comprehensive village safety scheme.
b) The 20mph speed limit could be extended to cover additional lengths of
Tilsworth Road and other roads in Stanbridge. However, as previously stated,
this is essentially a school safety scheme, so covers that specific length of
road. 20mph speed limits should ideally be self-enforcing, so that they do not
place a heavy enforcement burden on the police. They are also likely to be
more readily observed by drivers if they are focused on specific lengths of
road where drivers can more readily understand the need to moderate their
speed. The application of a wider 20mph speed limit would need to be
accompanied by additional physical traffic calming features. This is essential
since the main roads through Stanbridge are generally quite wide with little
on-street parking, so speeds are not currently compatible with a 20mph limit.
c) The objector lives outside of the proposed 20mph speed limit close to the
bend at the eastern end. It is difficult to state with any certainty that the
extension of the 20mph speed limit on that stretch of road would significantly
improve safety in that area. The objector’s concerns are acknowledged, but
there are countless examples of private driveways that join the highway at a
point where the driver has less visibility than would be provided under present
design guidance. In this situation the onus rests with the drivers to join the
highway in a safe manner.
d) The highway consultants’ views are welcome and the views respected. Most
of the issues discussed are addressed in the preceding responses. Other
issues, such as the suitability of the existing raised tables, were considered,
but these are not a part of the published proposal.

6.

It is recommended that the 20mph speed limit be implemented as published. The
Council welcomes the opportunity to work with Stanbridge Parish Council to
improve road safety in the village. This Council’s Rural Match Funding process
allows local Councils to part fund highway improvements in their area.

Appendices:
Appendix A – Public notice of proposals
Appendix B – Drawing of proposals
Appendix C – Representations

Appendix A

PUBLIC NOTICE
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL PROPOSES TO INTRODUCE
A 20MPH SPEED LIMIT IN TILSWORTH ROAD, STANBRIDGE
Reason for proposal: The speed limit is intended to reduce traffic speeds in the vicinity of the
lower school and on pedestrian routes to and from school. The speed limit is part of a road
safety scheme to reduce traffic speeds and create a safer environment for all road users.
Effect of the Order:
To introduce a 20mph Speed Limit on the following lengths of road in Stanbridge:Tilsworth Road, from a point approximately 127 metres west of its junction with Orchard Way
extending in an easterly direction for approximately 220 metres.
Further Details may be examined during normal office hours at the address shown below,
viewed online at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/publicstatutorynotices or tel. 0300 300 5003.
Comments should be sent in writing to the Traffic Management team at the address below or
e-mail traffic.consultation@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk by 31 March 2017. Any objections must
state the grounds on which they are made.
Order Title If made will be “Central Bedfordshire Council (20mph Speed Limit) (Tilsworth Road,
Stanbridge) Order 201*”
Central Bedfordshire Council
Priory House
Chicksands
Shefford SG17 5TQ
9 March 2017

Marcel Coiffait
Director of Community Services
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