Meeting:

Traffic Management Meeting

Date:

3 May 2017

Subject:

Heath Road, Leighton Buzzard – Petition for school
safety measures

Report of:

Paul Mason, Assistant Director Highways

Summary:

This report is to note the receipt of a petition submitted to Central
Bedfordshire Council and suggest a way forward.

Recommendation: That the lead petitioner be informed of the contents of this
report and the outcome of the meeting.

Contact Officer:

Paul Salmon
paul.salmon@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Public/Exempt:

Public

Wards Affected:

Leighton Buzzard North

Function of:

Council

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS
Council Priorities:
The petition is in relation to the safe and efficient use of the highway network.
Financial:
Work will be funded from the 2017/18 Integrated Works budget.
Legal:
None from this report.
Risk Management:
None from this report.
Staffing (including Trades Unions):
None from this report.
Equalities/Human Rights:
None from this report.

Community Safety:
None from this report.
Sustainability:
None from this report.

Background and Information
1.

A petition has been received, signed by 320 people, requesting the Council to
introduce a 20mph speed limit and yellow lines outside Heathwood and Dovery
Down lower schools.

2.

Supporting statements from the lead petitioners and both schools have asked for
a number of other measures to improve road safety in the area, including:(i) Measures to address parking in close proximity to the existing zebra
crossing at Heathwood Lower School.
(ii) Improved school signage.
(iii) Enforcement of the speed limit and waiting restrictions.
(iv) School crossing patrol at peak school travel times.
(v) A new pedestrian crossing at Dovery Down Lower School.
(vi) A 20mph speed limit on Heath Road.
(vii) Consideration of traffic calming measures, including coloured surfacing,
speed cameras and speed humps.

3.

Heath Road is one of the main traffic routes into and out of Leighton Buzzard, so
carries a reasonable volume of traffic, particularly at peak times. However, over a
number of years, the Council has sought to reduce the number of vehicles on this
road, by positively encouraging the use of more suitable routes and implementing
weight restrictions. Heath Road is relatively wide and straight which tends to
encourage higher speeds, although the volume of on-street parking at the start
and end of the school day helps moderate speeds. Heath Road also hosts a
cycle route linking Heath and Reach with Leighton Buzzard schools, railway
station and town centre.

4.

The zebra crossing of Heath Road close to the Heathwood School entrance was
constructed in 2011-12. It was part of a range of measures to improve the safety
of pupils travelling to school. The improvements were designed in consultation
with both lower schools and funded from monies secured from developers of the
Forticrete site.

5.

The measures introduced in 2011-12 also included the introduction of waiting
restrictions in Chiltern Gardens, Sandy Lane, Heath Park Road and Broomhills
Road in locations where school-run parking was generating safety issues. This
‘Safer Routes to School’ project considered the case for a variable 20mph speed
limit on Heath Road operating during the school run period. However, measures
taken at the time showed this to be unnecessary as school-run parking had the
effect of reducing traffic speeds on this section of Heath Road.

6.

Over the period 2011 – 2016 there were five reported vehicle collisions in the
vicinity of either lower school. Of these, three involved drivers running into
vehicles waiting to turn. One involved a motorcyclist hitting a deer. In one collision
between two vehicles the causality is unclear. None of the collisions involved
pedestrians.

7.

In response to the specific measures being requested, officers’ views are as
follows:(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

7.

Consideration be given to extending waiting restrictions to address
localised issues near Heathwood Lower School, accepting there is a risk
that constraining on-street parking increases speeds. Such changes to be
processed alongside other requests in the town over the coming months.
There are already school warning signs in place on Heath Road with some
accompanied by “SLOW” markings on red surfacing. There is little scope
to improve these and any changes are likely to have minimal impact on
drivers’ speed and/or behaviour.
Enforcement of the speed limit is mainly a police function. The Council’s
parking enforcement officers could be asked to undertaken some
additional patrols, but there are currently few enforceable restrictions in
Heath Road.
It is unlikely that a school crossing patrol is justified given that all lower
school pupils are accompanied by a parent/guardian and in the absence of
any significant collision history involving vulnerable road users in the
vicinity of either school.
The 2011/12 Safer Routes to School project assessed the case for
crossing provision and found that there were insufficient crossing
movements outside Dovery Down Lower School to justify the provision of a
second controlled crossing. It is considered unlikely that this situation has
changed during the intervening period.
In recent correspondence with petitioners, the Council agreed to review the
case for measures on Heath Road once the eastern link road is open.
However, whilst 20mph speed limits are increasingly common on
residential roads there is guidance that states these should only be
introduced when measures are in place that ‘self-enforce’ slower speeds.
This has the advantage of reducing the heavy enforcement burden placed
on the police. Because of the nature of Heath Road, a 20mph speed limit
would need to be accompanied by extensive physical traffic calming
measures, such as chicanes, road humps and/or raised tables. Evidence
shows that these measures are not universally welcomed.
As is noted above, reducing average speeds on Heath Road to 20mph
would require extensive physical measures or the installation of safety
cameras capable of monitoring average speeds. At issue is whether the
considerable investment this would require could be justified against other
competing schemes designed to reduce the incidence of injurious road
collisions.

It remains the Council’s view that a review of Heath Road should take place once
the eastern link road, serving the Chamberlain’s Barn development, has opened.
In the intervening period, the case for introducing waiting restrictions on Heath
Road in the vicinity of the zebra crossing will be progressed.

Appendices:
Appendix A – Petition
Appendix B – Lead petitioners’ letter
Appendix C – Heathwood Lower School letter
Appendix D – Dovery Down Lower School letter
Appendix E – Location plan
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