Meeting:

Traffic Management Meeting

Date:

7 June 2018

Subject:

Grasmere Way, Linslade – Petition for a Residents’
Parking Zone

Report of:

Paul Mason, Assistant Director Highways

Summary:

To note the receipt of a petition submitted to Central Bedfordshire
Council and discuss a way forward.

Recommendation: That the lead petitioner be informed of the outcome of the
meeting.

Contact Officer:

Steve Lakin, Principal Highways Officer
steve.lakin@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Public/Exempt:

Public

Wards Affected:

Linslade

Function of:

Council

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS
Council Priorities:
Matters raised in the petition correlate with objectives B, C, E, F and I in Central
Bedfordshire’s Local Transport Plan.
Financial:
Any recommended works would be funded from the Local Transport Plan budget,
subject to scheme prioritisation and Executive approval.
Legal:
None from this report.
Risk Management:
None from this report.
Staffing (including Trades Unions):
None from this report.
Equalities/Human Rights:
None from this report.

Community Safety:
None from this report.
Sustainability:
None from this report.
Background and Information
1.

A petition has been received, signed by 90 people, expressing opposition to the
waiting restrictions introduced in 2017. These restrictions were designed to
address issues with commuter parking on Grasmere Way in Linslade.

2.

The petitioners’ request that the waiting restrictions at the northern end of
Grasmere Way are revoked in favour of a Residents’ Parking Zone for property
number’s 1-176. A copy of the petition is provided at Appendix A

Officer comments
3.

The restrictions were designed to address ongoing parking pressures caused by
the general increase in car ownership and commuter parking associated with
Leighton Buzzard Railway Station. The plan of the restrictions as proposed is
provided at Appendix B.

4.

The nature and extent of the restrictions were informed by a residents’
consultation undertaken during 2015, reflecting the type of control favoured by
most residents. The proposal was advertised by Public Notice in June 2016.

5.

The report to the Traffic Management Meeting of 13 September 2016 recorded 3
objections from the 300 residents contacted directly by letter. A copy of the
concerns raised and the corresponding response by officers’ is provided at
Appendix C. The concern expressed by petitioners that the restrictions would
unduly inconvenience residents without off-street parking was noted in the report.

6.

In their response, officers proposed a compromise arrangement where the area
identified in the green ring (below) would be omitted from the restrictions –
specifically the section of Grasmere Way between nos. 72 & 82 and nos. 152 and
162. Officers further noted that a length on the southern side of Grasmere Way
had been left unrestricted as included a lay-by. This revised arrangement
afforded an area of unrestricted parking for residents’ whose properties do not
benefit from off-street parking.

7.

The recommendation that the scheme proceed on the above basis was approved
by the Traffic Management Meeting and the restrictions were introduced.
Residents’ Parking Zones (RPZs)

8.

The process by which Central Bedfordshire Council officers are required to
assess the justification for a new RPZ is set out in Section 4 of its Parking
Strategy. To proceed to investigation, all requests require the support of the
Town Council.

9.

To be eligible for an RPZ, there should be survey evidence of:
a)

60% of the available kerb space in daytime occupation by nonresidents vehicles for more than 6 hours, during which 85% of the available
kerb space is occupied by parked vehicles and/or

b)

40% of the available kerb space in evening occupation by nonresidents vehicles for more than 4 hours, during which 85% of the available
kerb space is occupied by parked vehicles.

It is unlikely that either of these criteria would be satisfied were the existing
restriction to be removed.
10.

The Parking Strategy notes that the cost to implement an RPZ is high and
presents a risk that such schemes may not be financially self-supporting. Hence,
CBC will not implement a small, stand-alone scheme unless there is a sound
financial case to justify the expense of the scheme and its enforcement. This is
reflected in Policy P9 of CBCs Parking Strategy, reproduced at Appendix D.

11.

Officers’ are therefore of the view that any change to waiting restrictions in
Grasmere Way should only be considered as part of a wider-area review into
parking demand across Linslade. Such a review to be scheduled as part of the
rolling Highways 4-Year Programme, subject to the funding being made available.

Appendices:
Appendix A – Petition
Appendix B – Waiting restriction proposal
Appendix C – Original issues of concern / Officer response
Appendix D – CBC Parking Policy P9 – Residents’ Parking Zones

Appendix A: Petition

Appendix B Waiting restriction proposal

Appendix C – Issues of concern / Officer response (TMM Report of 13 Sep 2016)

Appendix D – CBC Car Parking Policy P9 – Residents’ Parking Zones

