Meeting:

Traffic Management Meeting

Date:

7th June 2018

Subject:

Church Road, Harlington – Proposed installation of “No
Waiting At Any Time” parking restrictions.

Report of:

Paul Mason, Assistant Director Highways

Summary:

This report seeks the approval of the Executive Member for
Community Services to implement proposed “No Waiting at Any time”
restrictions in Church Road, Harlington.

RECOMMENDATION(S):
That the proposed ‘No Waiting at Any Time’ restriction in Church Road, Harlington be published
as implemented.

Contact Officer:

Charlotte Dunham
charlotte.dunham3@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Public/Exempt:

Public

Wards Affected:

Toddington

Function of:

Council

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS
Council Priorities:
This scheme supports the following objectives within the Central Bedfordshire Council Local
Transport Plan (LTP):
 J - Reduce the risk of people being killed or seriously injured.
 B – Reduce the impact of commuting trips on local communities
Financial:
This scheme will be funded from the LTP Integrated Schemes budget for 2018/19.
Legal:
None from this report.
Risk Management:
None from this report.
Staffing (including Trades Unions):
None from this report.

Equalities/Human Rights:
None from this report.
Community Safety:
None from this report.
Sustainability:
None from this report.

Budget and Delivery:
Estimated cost: £1,500

Budget: LTP Integrated Schemes

Expected delivery: July 2018
Background and Information
1. Action was requested by Harlington Parish Council who initially raised safety concerns over
commuter parking along a section of Church Road, between the cross roads and St Mary’s
Church causing visibility issues for approaching drivers and pedestrian conflicts.
2. Church Road from the crossroads to the tight bend at St Mary’s Church is parked on
regularly. However, issues at this location are not exclusive to commuter parking Monday –
Friday as there are issues at weekends.
3. The parking in this location causes conflicts with drivers trying to maneuver around the
vehicles as well as negotiate the bend, this regularly puts vulnerable road users at risk as
the footway is extremely narrow at this location.
4. There is a school crossing patrol at the crossroads end of Church Road close to where the
vehicles are parked and a large number of Primary School Children use this as a route to
school, coming from the southern end of the village.
5. It was also noted that there are issues in the bell mouth of Lincoln Way. More crucially, at
the start of Barton Road leading to past Pretoria Cottages parking is also a common
occurrence at all times and causes limited visibility for drivers travelling along this section.
The carriageway here is close to a bend and also an uphill gradient which contributes to the
issue.
Proposals
6. In response to the concerns raised, resulting site visit by officers and due to the nature of
the road proposals were drafted for “No Waiting At Any Time” along Church Road,
extending into the bell mouth of Lincoln Way (both sides) and continuing along a section of
Barton Road, past Pretoria Cottages up to a point where visibility improves.

A short section of Church Road adjacent to the Church was omitted from the proposals as
residents from the opposing properties use the area to park. This currently causes no
issues however any restrictions installed here would mean the area is enforceable and no
parking would be permitted in that area.
7. The proposals were formally advertised by Public Notice in April 2018. Consultations were
carried out with the Emergency Services and other statutory bodies, Ward members and
the Parish Council. Residents located in close proximity to the proposed restrictions were
individually consulted by letter.
Representations
8. A total of 16 representations were received, with no formal response from the Parish
Council.
7 were in favour, 6 were against and 3 did not state clearly either way but gave queries.
9. Queries and objections raised mainly concerned:
a) Parked cars serve as traffic calming to slow vehicles, removing these will increase
speeds. Request made for traffic calming.
b) No waiting at any time will be too restrictive and remove the right for residents to
unload shopping or pick up/drop off.
c) Parking will just be removed to other areas of the village
d) The proposals give no weekend or evening parking.
e) Single Yellow lines would be more appropriate
f) Residents in Barton Road will have nowhere to park
Officers Response
a) The proposals aimed to address safety issues on a main route through the village where
parked vehicles cause driver and pedestrian conflicts and there is limited forward
visibility for traffic approaching the area.
Drivers should drive according to the conditions, within the posted limit.
Should there be evidence of a speeding problem this will be prioritised accordingly.
b) No Waiting restrictions indicated by double yellow lines apply to the carriageway,
pavement and verge. You may stop to load or unload or while passengers board or
alight. Or for loading and unloading as long as there is no obstruction caused.
Disabled blue badge holders displaying a valid badge can park on double yellow lines
for up to 3 hours as long as they are not causing an obstruction.
c) These proposals address a safety concern on a main artery through the village. Moving
parking from the main route where traffic flows are heavier to other areas will reduce
risks of conflicts.
Any further parking issues brought to the Authority of which we are not already aware
of will need to be considered and addressed as part of a study of the entire village.

d) Parking along both Barton and Church Road at any time causes safety concerns at all
times. A section of Church Road adjacent to the Church was left for residents parking as
they have no other off-street parking. There is ample parking available in other areas of
the village including the Village/Parish Hall car parks for weekend events.
e) Other restrictions were considered however due to the nature of the road the
intention was not provide any parking due to the safety issues associated.
f) Residents in Barton Road have off street parking to the rear of their properties and it is
only recently parking at this location has been causing issues.

Conclusion
10. The proposals be implemented as published. A wider study of the entire village maybe appropriate at a
later date should the Parish Council support it.

Appendices:
Appendix A – Public Notice
Appendix B – Copy of letter to those affected by proposals
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Appendix A – Public Notice

Appendix B – Residents Letter

Appendix C - Representations
Dear Sir or Madam,
In regard to the proposed ‘No waiting at any time areas in Harlington’.
For the record, I live on Barton Road and am chiefly commenting on there, although I extend this to all the
areas, have 1 car and that is stored in my garage to the rear of the property, so I have no need to park on the
street. There is no doubt that there is a problem with parking in Harlington, although I would dispute your
contention that there are serious issues beyond commuter parking. People do park in Harlington to use the
station at weekends too. It seems to be that the severity of the parking problems can be traced directly to
when British rail introduced higher charges and camera recognition systems at the station.
A ‘No waiting at any time’ zone seems somewhat short-sighted. Firstly, this means that we are no longer
permitted visitors, shopping deliveries etc. In an area with a number of elderly and infirm residents this will
seriously impact on their independence. Secondly, where do you think resident’s vehicles are going to go?
They are not just going to disappear. The car parks at the Village Hall and both Public Houses will end up filled
with vehicles or they will be parked in streets with no yellow lines / on grass verges. This is hardly going to
improve village life. Thirdly I would have thought you would have welcomed the limited resident parking as
traffic calming measures, bearing in mind that people fly along Barton Road on their way to the motorway at
well above the limit. Fourthly, will you be reducing the Council Tax for the houses that these yellow lines are
impacting…. they will clearly reduce the house prices; how will you be compensating people for that? And
lastly don’t you think that the money would be better spent fixing the massive pot hole along Barton Road
that is becoming so large that cyclists will start disappearing down it soon.
I cannot support this idea, it needs further thought put into it. Have you considered single yellow lines
covering 08:00 to 18:00 so that commuter parking is covered but resident parking is less impacted for
example? Or ‘resident only’ parking areas? You are making a rod for your own backs anyway as if you do not
enforce the lines regularly commuters will soon do the maths of getting a ticket divided by the number of days
without a ticket versus the cost of parking in British Rail’s car park every day. Station road is already regularly
packed with cars along the lines there during the day so that shows how well it works in stopping parking.
Have you got enough Traffic Wardens to enforce these lines? Otherwise the lines will just be a waste of
yellow paint.
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